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Black Skimmer (N)/(S)
Rynchops niger

ALCIDAE

Dovekie (S)
Alle alle

Thick-billed Murre (S)
Uria lomvia

Razorbill (S)
Alca torda

#Black Guillemot N/(S)
Cepphus grylle

Long-billed Murrelet (S)
Brachyramphus perdix

Ancient Murrelet (S)
Synthliboramphus antiquus

Adtlantic Puffin (N)/(S)
Fratercula arctica

COLUMBIFORMES
COLUMBIDAE
*Rock Dove N/S
Columba livia
Band-tailed Pigeon (N)/(S)
Columba fasciata
White-winged Dove (N)/(S)
Zenaida asiatica
*Mourning Dove N/S
Zenaida macroura
*Passenger Pigeon (Extinct)
Ectopistes migratorius
Inca Dove (N)
Columbina inca
Common Ground-Dove (N)
Columbina passerina

CUCULIFORMES

CUCULIDAE

*Black-billed Cuckoo N/S
Coccyzus erythropthalmus

*Yellow-billed Cuckoo N/S
Coccyzus americanus

Groove-billed Ani (N)/(S)
Crotophaga sulcirostris

STRIGIFORMES

TYTONIDAE

*Barn Owl (N)/(S)
Tyto alba
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STRIGIDAE

*Eastern Screech-Owl (N)/S
Otus asio

*Great Horned Owl N/S
Bubo virginianus

Snowy Owl N/S
Nyctea scandiaca

*Northern Hawk Owl N/S
Surnia ulula

Burrowing Owl (N)/(S)
Athene cunicularia

*Barred Owl N/S
Strix varia

*Great Gray Owl N/S
Strix nebulosa

*Long-eared Owl N/S
Asio otus

*Short-eared Owl N/S
Asio flammeus

*Boreal Owl N/S
Aegolius funereus

*Northern Saw-whet Owl N/S
Aegolius acadicus

CAPRIMULGIFORMES
CAPRIMULGIDAE
Lesser Nighthawk (S)
Chordeiles acutipennis
*Common Nighthawk N/S
Chordeiles minor
Common Poorwill (N)
Phalaenoptilus nuttallii
*Chuck-will’'s-widow (S)
Caprimulgus carolinensis
*Whip-poor-will N/S
Caprimulgus vociferus

APODIFORMES

APODIDAE

*Chimney Swift N/S
Chaetura pelagica

TROCHILIDAE
Green Violet-ear (N)
Colibri thalassinus
Broad-billed Hummingbird (S)
Cynanthus latirostris
#*Ruby-throated Hummingbird N/S
Archilochus colubris
Black-chinned Hummingbird (S)
Archilochus alexandri



Rufous Hummingbird (N)/(S)
Selasphorus rufus

CORACIIFORMES

ALCEDINIiDAE

*Belted Kingfisher N/S
Ceryle alcyon

PICIFORMES

PICIDAE

Lewis’s Woodpecker (N)/(S)
Melanerpes lewis

*Red-headed Woodpecker N/S
Melanerpes erythrocephalus

*Red-bellied Woodpecker (N)/S
Melanerpes carolinus

*Yellow-bellied Sapsucker N/S
Sphyrapicus varius

*Downy Woodpecker N/S
Picoides pubescens

*Hairy Woodpecker N/S
Picoides villosus

*Three-toed Woodpecker N/S
Picoides tridactylus

*Black-backed Woodpecker N/S
Picoides arcticus

*Northern Flicker N/S
Colaptes auratus

*Pileated Woodpecker N/S
Dryocopus pileatus

PASSERIFORMES
TYRANNIDAE
*Qlive-sided Flycatcher N/S
Contopus cooperi
Western Wood-Pewee (N)
Contopus sordidulus
*Eastern Wood-Pewee N/S
Contopus virens
*Yellow-bellied Flycatcher N/S
Empidonax flaviventris
*Acadian Flycatcher S
Empidonax virescens
*Alder Flycatcher N/S
Empidonax alnorum
*Willow Flycatcher (N)/S
Empidonax traillii
*Least Flycatcher N/S
Empidonax minimus
Gray Flycatcher (S)
Empidonax wrightii
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Dusky Flycatcher (N)
Empidonax oberholseri
*Eastern Phoebe N/S
Sayornis phoebe
Say’s Phoebe (N)/(S)
Sayornis saya
Vermilion Flycatcher (S)
Pyrocephalus rubinus
Ash-throated Flycatcher (S)
Mpyiarchus cinerascens
*(Great Crested Flycatcher N/S
Mpyiarchus crinitus
Sulphur-bellied Flycatcher (S)
Mpyiodynastes luteiventris
Variegated Flycatcher (S)
Empidonomus varius
Cassin’s Kingbird (S)
Tyrannus vociferans
*Western Kingbird N/S
Tyrannus verticalis
*Eastern Kingbird N/S
Tyrannus tyrannus
Gray Kingbird (S)
Tyrannus dominicensis
Scissor-tailed Flycatcher (N)/(S)
Tyrannus forficatus
Fork-tailed Flycatcher (N)/(S)
Tyrannus savana

LANIIDAE

*Loggerhead Shrike (N)/S
Lanius ludovicianus

*Northern Shrike N/S
Lanius excubitor

VIREONIDAE
*White-eyed Vireo (N)/S
Vireo griseus
Bell’s Vireo (S)
Vireo bellii
Black-capped Vireo (S)
Vireo atricapillus
*Yellow-throated Vireo N/S
Vireo flavifrons
Plumbeous Vireo (S)
Vireo plumbeus
*Blue-headed Vireo N/S
Vireo solitarius
*Warbling Vireo N/S
Vireo gilvus
*Philadelphia Vireo N/S
Vireo philadelphicus
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*Red-eyed Vireo N/S
Vireo olivaceus

CORVIDAE
*Gray Jay N/S
Perisoreus canadensis
*Blue Jay N/S
Cyanocitta cristata
Clark’s Nutcracker (N)
Nucifraga columbiana
*Black-billed Magpie N/(S)
Pica pica
Eurasian Jackdaw (S)
Corvus monedula
*American Crow N/S
Corvus brachyrhynchos
Fish Crow (8)
Corvus ossifragus
*Common Raven N/S
Corvus corax

ALAUDIDAE
*Horned Lark N/S
Eremophila alpestris

HIRUNDINIDAE
*Purple Martin N/S
Progne subis
*Tree Swallow N/S
Tachycineta bicolor
Violet-green Swallow (N)
Tachycineta thalassina
*Northern Rough-winged Swallow N/§
Stelgidopteryx serripennis
*Bank Swallow N/S
Riparia viparia
*Cliff Swallow N/S
Petrochelidon pyrrhonota
Cave Swallow (S)
Petrochelidon fulva
*Barn Swallow N/S
Hirundo rustica

PARIDAE

Carolina Chickadee (S)
Poecile carolinensis

*Black-capped Chickadee N/S
Poecile atricapillus

*Boreal Chickadee N/S
Poecile hudsonicus

*Tufted Titmouse S
Baeolophus bicolor
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SITTIDAE

*Red-breasted Nuthatch N/S
Sitta canadensis

*White-breasted Nuthatch N/S
Sitta carolinensis

CERTHIIDAE
*Brown Creeper N/S
Certhia americana

TROGLODYTIDAE
Rock Wren (N)/(S)
Salpinctes obsoletus
*Carolina Wren (N)/S
Thryothorus ludovicianus
*Bewick’s Wren (S)
Thryomanes bewickii
*House Wren N/S
Troglodytes aedon
*Winter Wren N/S
Troglodytes troglodytes
*Sedge Wren N/S
Cistothorus platensis
*Marsh Wren N/S
Cistothorus palustris

REGULIDAE

*Golden-crowned Kinglet N/S
Regulus satrapa

*Ruby-crowned Kinglet N/S
Regulus calendula

SYLVIIDAE
*Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (N)/S
Polioptila caerulea

TURDIDAE

Siberian Rubythroat (S)
Luscinia calliope

Northern Wheatear (N)/(S)
Oenanthe oenanthe

*Eastern Bluebird N/S
Sialia sialis

Mountain Bluebird (N)/(S)
Sialia currucoides

Townsend’s Solitaire (N)/(S)
Myadestes townsendi

*Veery N/S
Catharus fuscescens

*Gray-cheeked Thrush N/S
Catharus minimus



Bicknell’s Thrush (S)
Catharus bicknelli
*Swainson’s Thrush N/S
Catharus ustulatus
*Hermit Thrush N/S
Catharus guntatus
*Wood Thrush N/S
Hylocichla mustelina
Eurasian Blackbird (S)
Turdus merula
Fieldfare (S)
Turdus pilaris
* American Robin N/S
Turdus migratorius
Varied Thrush N/S
Ixoreus naevius

MIMIDAE

*Gray Catbird N/S
Dumetella carolinensis

*Northern Mockingbird N/S
Mimus polyglottos

Sage Thrasher (N)/(S)
Oreoscoptes montanus

*Brown Thrasher N/S
Toxostoma rufum

STURNIDAE
*European Starling N/S
Sturnus vulgaris

MOTACILLIDAE

*American Pipit N/S
Anthus rubescens

Sprague’s Pipit (N)
Anthus spragueii

BOMBYCILLIDAE

*Bohemian Waxwing N/S
Bombycilla garrulus

*Cedar Waxwing N/S
Bombycilla cedrorum

PTILOGONATIDAE
Phainopepla (S)
Phainopepla nitens

PARULIDAE

*Blue-winged Warbler (N)/S
Vermivora pinus

*Golden-winged Warbler N/S
Vermivora chrysoptera
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*Tennessee Warbler N/S
Vermivora peregrina
*QOrange-crowned Warbler N/S

Vermivora celata
*Nashville Warbler N/S
Vermivora ruficapilla
Virginia’s Warbler (S)
Vermivora virginiae
*Northern Parula N/S
Parula americana
*Yellow Warbler N/S
Dendroica petechia
*Chestnut-sided Warbler N/S
Dendroica pensylvanica
*Magnolia Warbler N/S
Dendroica magnolia
*Cape May Warbler N/S
Dendroica tigrina
*Black-throated Blue Warbler N/S
Dendroica caerulescens
*Yellow-rumped Warbler N/S
Dendroica coronata
Black-throated Gray Warbler (S)
Dendroica nigrescens
*Black-throated Green Warbler N/S
Dendroica virens
Townsend’s Warbler (S)
Dendroica townsendi
Hermit Warbler (S)
Dendroica occidentalis
*Blackburnian Warbler N/S
Dendroica fusca
Yellow-throated Warbler (N)/S
Dendroica dominica
*Pine Warbler N/S
Dendroica pinus
*Kirtland’s Warbler (N)/(S)
Dendroica kirtlandii
*Prairie Warbler (N)/S
Dendroica discolor
*Palm Warbler N/S
Dendroica palmarum
*Bay-breasted Warbler N/S
Dendroica castanea
*Blackpoll Warbler N/S
Dendroica striata
*Cerulean Warbler S
Dendroica cerulea
*Black-and-white Warbler N/S
Mhniotilta varia
*American Redstart N/S
Setophaga ruticilla
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*Prothonotary Warbler (N)/S
Protonotaria citrea
Worm-eating Warbler S
Helmitheros vermivorus
Swainson’s Warbler (S)
Limnothlypis swainsonii
*Ovenbird N/S
Seiurus aurocapillus
*Northern Waterthrush N/S
Seiurus noveboracensis
*Louisiana Waterthrush S
Seiurus motacilla
Kentucky Warbler S
Oporornis formosus
*Connecticut Warbler N/S
Oporornis agilis
*Mourning Warbler N/S
Oporornis philadelphia
MacGillivray’s Warbler (S)
Oporornis tolmiei
*Common Yellowthroat N/S
Geothlypis trichas
*Hooded Warbler (N)/S
Wilsonia citrina
*Wilson’s Warbler N/S
Wilsonia pusilla
*Canada Warbler N/S
Wilsonia canadensis
Painted Redstart (S)
Myioborus pictus
*Yellow-breasted Chat (N)/S
Icteria virens

THRAUPIDAE
Summer Tanager (N)/S
Piranga rubra
*Scarlet Tanager N/S
Piranga olivacea
Western Tanager (N)/(S)
Piranga ludoviciana

EMBERIZIDAE
Green-tailed Towhee (S)
Pipilo chlorurus

Spotted Towhee (N)/(S)
Pipilo maculatus
*Eastern Towhee (N)/S
Pipilo erythrophthalmus
Cassin’s Sparrow (N)/(S)
Aimophila cassinii
Bachman’s Sparrow (S)
Aimophila aestivalis
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*American Tree Sparrow N/S
Spizella arborea
*Chipping Sparrow N/S
Spizella passerina
*Clay-colored Sparrow N/S
Spizella pallida
*Field Sparrow (N)/S
Spizella pusilla
*Vesper Sparrow N/S
Pooecetes gramineus
*Lark Sparrow (N)/(S)
Chondestes grammacus
Black-throated Sparrow (N)
Amphispiza bilineata
Lark Bunting (N)/(S)
Calamospiza melanocorys
*Savannah Sparrow N/S
Passerculus sandwichensis
*Grasshopper Sparrow (N)/S
Ammodramus savannarum
Baird’s Sparrow (N)
Ammodramus bairdii
*Henslow’s Sparrow (S)
Ammodramus henslowii
*Le Conte’s Sparrow N/S
Ammodramus leconteii
*Nelson’s Sharp-tailed Sparrow N/S
Ammodramus nelsoni
*Fox Sparrow N/S
Passerella iliaca
*Song Sparrow N/S
Melospiza melodia
*Lincoln’s Sparrow N/S
Melospiza lincolnii
*Swamp Sparrow N/S
Melospiza georgiana
*White-throated Sparrow N/S
Zonotrichia albicollis
*Harris’s Sparrow N/S
Zonotrichia querula
*White-crowned Sparrow N/S
Zonotrichia leucophrys
Golden-crowned Sparrow (N)/(S)
Zonotrichia atricapilla
*Dark-eyed Junco N/S
Junco hyemalis
*Lapland Longspur N/S
Calcarius lapponicus
*Smith’s Longspur N/(S)
Calcarius pictus
Chestnut-collared Longspur (N)/(S)
Calcarius ornatus



*Snow Bunting N/S
Plectrophenax nivalis

CARDINALIDAE
*Northern Cardinal N/S
Cardinalis cardinalis
*Rose-breasted Grosbeak N/S
Pheucticus ludovicianus
Black-headed Grosbeak (N)/(S)
Pheucticus melanocephalus
Blue Grosbeak (N)/(S)
Guiraca caerulea
Lazuli Bunting (N)/(S)
Passerina amoena
*Indigo Bunting N/S
Passerina cyanea
Varied Bunting (S)
Passerina versicolor
Painted Bunting (N)/(S)
Passerina ciris
*Dickcissel (N)/S
Spiza americana

ICTERIDAE
*Bobolink N/S
Dolichonyx oryzivorus
*Red-winged Blackbird N/S
Agelaius phoeniceus
*Eastern Meadowlark N/S
Sturnella magna
*Western Meadowlark N/S
Sturnella neglecta
*Yellow-headed Blackbird N/S

Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus

**Rusty Blackbird N/S
FEuphagus carolinus
*Brewer’s Blackbird N/S
Euphagus cyanocephalus
*Common Grackle N/S
Quiscalus quiscula
Great-tailed Grackle (N)/(S)
Quiscalus mexicanus
*Brown-headed Cowbird N/S
Molothrus ater
*Orchard Oriole (N)/S
Icterus spurius
Hooded Oriole (S)
Icterus cucullatus
*Baltimore Oriole N/S
Icterus galbula
Bullock’s Oriole (N)/(S)
Icterus bullockii

143

Scott’s Oriole (N)
Icterus parisorum

FRINGILLIDAE
Brambling (N)/(S)
Fringilla montifringilla
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch (N)
Leucosticte tephrocotis
*Pine Grosbeak N/S
Pinicola enucleator
*Purple Finch N/S
Carpodacus purpureus
Cassin’s Finch (S)
Carpodacus cassinii
*House Finch N/S
Carpodacus mexicanus
*Red Crossbill N/S
Loxia curvirostra
*White-winged Crossbill N/S
Loxia leucoptera
*Common Redpoll N/S
Carduelis flammea
Hoary Redpoll N/S
Carduelis hornemanni
*Pine Siskin N/S
Carduelis pinus
Lesser Goldfinch (S)
Carduelis psaltria
*American Goldfinch N/S
Carduelis tristis
*Evening Grosbeak N/S
Coccothraustes vespertinus

PASSERIDAE

*House Sparrow N/S
Passer domesticus

Eurasian Tree Sparrow (S)
Passer montanus
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PUBLICATION NOTICE

Influence of food abundance, nest-site habitat, and forest fragmentation on
breeding Ovenbirds. 1998. By Dawn M. Burke and Erica Nol. Auk 115: 96-
104.

This important paper is based on a study of the density and pairing success
of territorial male Ovenbirds in 31 forest fragments in southern Ontario
(Peterborough County). The research found that Ovenbirds chose territo-
ries with significantly higher prey biomass. Within Ovenbird territories,
invertebrate biomass was 10 to 36 times higher in large woodlots than in
small woodlots. Ovenbirds in large woodlots selected nest sites that were
more than 250 m from the forest edge, a distance not possible in small wood-
lots. The lack of potential nest sites, combined with lower food abundance in
small fragments (where leaf litter tends to be shallower and drier), may
explain why female Ovenbirds avoid small fragments as breeding sites and
why so few males secure mates there.

Previous research suggested that female Ovenbirds avoided small tracts
and edges to escape from nest predators and nest parasitism. However, for-
est fragmentation may also impose food scarcity on the Ovenbird and other
birds in some landscapes. Ron Tozer
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Notes

Simultaneous Anting by Three Species of Birds

Anne H. Davidson

At 0815h, on the morning of 6 July
1998, in Vanessa, Ontario, an
American Robin (Turdus migrato-
rius) flew down to the ground in my
backyard (near the clothesline
post). It ran around a bit and then
returned to the spot where it had
landed. The robin picked something
up from the ground, but instead of
eating, raised a wing and rubbed its
beak several times under the wing.
It repeated this action numerous
times, alternating between the left
wing and the right wing.

A Blue Jay (Cyanocitta cristata)
gleaning under a nearby feeder
began to watch the robin with inter-
est and moved over close to the
other side of the post, continuing to
watch it. Then the jay began to per-
form the same actions as the robin.
About two minutes later, a female
Rose-breasted Grosbeak (Pheucti-
cus ludovicianus) flew to the bot-
tom of the trumpetvine on the post
and looked back and forth from the
robin to the jay. The grosbeak then
hopped down to the ground beside
the jay and exhibited the same
behaviour. Within another two min-
utes, a male Rose-breasted
Grosbeak joined the female and the
jay, and also began to pick up some-

thing from the ground and rub its
beak under its wings, alternating
from left to right.

The four birds continued until
their activity brought a Common
Grackle (Quiscalus quiscula) over
to investigate; its arrival caused the
four birds to fly off. When they left,
I went out to look at the spots
where the robin and the other three
birds had congregated. Where the
robin had been was an anthill with
small red ants. Where the other
three birds had been were two
anthills with tiny black ants. All four
birds had been “anting”.

The observation occurred two
days after a heavy rainfall of sever-
al centimetres that followed an
extended dry period. The tempera-
ture was 21.4°C, relative humidity
was 75%, the barometer read
102.00 kPa, the wind was from the
south at 1.8 km/h, and the dew
point was 16.8°C.

Discussion

Ehrlich et al. (1988) give an
account of anting which describes
the behaviour I observed, and com-
ment that “the purpose of anting is
not well understood, but the most
reasonable assumption seems to be
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that it is a way of acquiring the
defensive secretions of ants, primar-
ily for their insecticidal, miticidal,
fungicidal, or bactericidal proper-
ties and, perhaps secondarily, as a
supplement to the bird’s own preen
0il”. The account discusses possible
correlations between anting and
high humidity/molting seasons, and
closes with the advice that “if you
see anting, be sure to make detailed
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notes of the circumstances in which
it is taking place”.

There was no indication in the
account that an anting bird
observed by other birds would
result in the other birds beginning
to ant. What I found most interest-
ing about this sighting was that the
robin’s anting appeared to initiate
the anting activity of the jay and the
two grosbeaks.

Anne H. Davidson, 1805 Regional Road #19, R.R. 3, Vanessa, Ontario
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A Colour Variant of the Fox Sparrow

George Fairfield

Between 22 October and 8
November 1997, up to three Fox
Sparrows  (Passerella  iliaca)
appeared daily in our backyard in
north Toronto, just west of
Sherwood Park. Then, on 7
November, a Fox Sparrow
appeared that was very different
from the others. It was noticeably
larger than the other Fox Sparrows,
and this was easily seen as it was
accompanied closely by a “normal”
Fox Sparrow.

There was very little grey on the
bird, just a little dappling of grey on
the upper back. The head was red-
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dish brown, the same shade as the
tail. The red-brown of the head con-
tinued down the neck without a
break to the central breast, where
the breast spot is usually found.
There was no grey on the neck, and
the throat was solid red-brown.
There was some pale streaking on
the lower breast, but not as light as
on the bird with which it was feed-
ing. The general appearance was of
a large, almost solid red-brown Fox
Sparrow, with a little light streaking
on the abdomen, and smallish beak.
The bird was examined for one half
hour from a distance of 10 metres



with 10X Swift binoculars under
bright overcast sky.

Discussion

At first I thought that this must
be one of the races of Fox Sparrow
that does not usually occur in
Ontario, but reference to Rising
(1996) showed that the Red Fox
Sparrow, which is the commonly
occurring race in our area, is the
reddest of the Fox Sparrow races.
The only reference I could find in
the literature to a colour morph in
the Fox Sparrow was in Roberts
(1955), where he states (on page
715) that “there is a ‘rufous phase’
(not occurring in Minnesota) in
which the upperparts are nearly uni-
form rufous or chestnut”. Roberts
provides no reference for this state-
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ment. With the assistance of Mark
Peck, 1 examined the specimens at
the Royal Ontario Museum, but
found no specimens that resembled
the bird in our backyard.

In summary, the Fox Sparrow
described above is a colour variant
and not a true morph, because
morphs are regularly occurring
forms within a population, such as
the morphs of the Snow Goose.
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Killdeer Incubates Common Snipe Egg

Charles J. Whitelaw

On 28 May 1998, a Killdeer
(Charadrius vociferus) nest con-
taining four eggs (Figure 1) was dis-
covered at the Wahnapitae sewage
lagoons (Region of Sudbury). An
adult Killdeer had been incubating
the eggs, and its mate was nearby.
Both birds offered some notes of
protest and one showed a distrac-
tion display. It was noticed at this
time that one of the eggs was quite

different from the other three.
Upon close examination, it was
ascertained that the nest contained
three eggs of the Killdeer and one
egg of the Common Snipe
(Gallinago gallinago). The nest was
located on gravel surrounded by
scant green herbaceous vegetation,
to a height of 10 cm. The location
was at a corner of the dyke at the
east end of the lagoon. On 3 June,
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brown, chiefly about the larger end.
Snipe eggs generally have a dark
olive green ground colour, and are
heavily blotched with dark brown
over most of the egg surface.
Killdeer eggs have no gloss, while
those of the snipe are slightly glossy.

I can find no examples in the lit-
erature of a similar type of egg lay-
ing occurrence among shorebirds.
Egg dumping, where one species
lays eggs in the nest of another
species, is well known among some
North American waterfowl, particu-
larly the cavity-nesting mergansers
(Mergus spp.) and the marsh-nest-
ing divers (Bent 1925). This habit is
also known to occur with the
Yellow-billed Cuckoo (Coccyzus
americanus), and with the Black-
billed Cuckoo (C. erythropthalmus)
(Harrison 1975). Of course, this
habit reaches full obligate parasitic
status in the Brown-headed
Cowbird (Molothrus ater).

There are examples of egg
dumping within a species. For
example, among passerines, an 8-
egg clutch (the product of two
females) has been found in the
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Cedar Waxwing (Bombycilla cedro-
rum) (Peck and James 1998).
Among shorebirds, nests of the
American Avocet (Recurvirostra
americana) have been found with
seven or eight eggs (Bent 1927).
These were without doubt the prod-
uct of two different females.

The situation described here,
with the Killdeer and the Common
Snipe, has possibly developed as a
result of the close proximity of nest
sites, along with the coincidental
timing of egg laying.
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Itis both a privilege and a real plea-
sure to talk to you about Ross
James, who has been a colleague
and friend for more than 30 years.

Ross graduated in biology from
the University of Guelph in 1966,
and joined the Department of
Ornithology at the Royal Ontario
Museum as a technician in 1967.
While earning his Masters and later
his PhD involving studies with vire-
os, he moved up the ladder in the
department to the position of
Associate Curator. In 1985, he also
assumed the post of Adjunct
Professor of Forest Ecology and
Wildlife in the Faculty of Forestry,
University of Toronto. After 30
years of service, he recently retired
from the ROM in 1997, and has
been sorely missed since.

He served on many committees
and worked with many organiza-
tions both inside and outside the
ROM, and to name a few, we could
include the Committee on the
Status of Endangered Wildlife in
Canada, the Society of Canadian
Ornithologists, the Ontario
Breeding Bird Atlas, the Ontario
Bird Records Committee, the
Ontario Nest Records Scheme, and
the Nature Conservancy of Canada.
Ross is an Elective Member of the
American Ornithologists’ Union,
and has delivered papers at their
annual meetings, as well as to the
International Ornithological
Congress.

Ross is a prodigious worker
with a knack for bearing down and
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getting things done. He has written
numerous scientific papers as well
as popular articles on birds. He
authored the Annotated Checklist
of the Birds of Ontario (James
1991), in its second and revised edi-
tion; co-authored the two volume
Breeding Birds of Ontario (Peck
and James 1983, 1987), on which we
worked together for 20 years in
remarkable harmony; co-authored
Ontario Birds at Risk (Austen et al.
1994) for the Federation of Ontario
Naturalists and Long Point Bird
Observatory; and has written the
text of other books, probably more
than I know about, due to his natur-
al modesty. He is an accomplished
photographer and artist, as his pen
and ink sketches in Breeding Birds
of Ontario bear witness.

After all of the above has been
said, Ross’s true forte, and I expect
his own greatest pleasure, lies in his
field work which has led him every-
where in Ontario and to many
places in Canada and the United
States, as well as to Mexico, Belize,
Costa Rica, and even Hawaii.
However, his constant focus over
the years has been Ontario. If more
people knew about it, his
endurance, his bird identification by
sight and sound, and his tree-climb-
ing ability would be legendary! The
first published record of a Great
Gray Owl’s nest was the result of a
find made by Ross at Pickle Lake,
200 miles north of Thunder Bay in
Kenora District. The owl was nest-
ing in a large aspen near a beaver
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pond. With only the aid of climbing
spurs, Ross went up a bare trunk to
the first branch at 55 feet, and then
up another 10 feet to a final height
of 65 feet in order to photograph
and document that nest. Try that if
you’re not in shape or have been
out too late the night before!

On behalf of the ROM and the
ONRS, Ross and my son Mark and
I made several field trips together
to Hastings County and to the dis-
tricts of Manitoulin, Parry Sound,
and Sudbury. On these occasions, I
learned of another of Ross’s many
attributes, and that was his mysteri-
ous ability to stay neat and tidy
after a gruelling day in the field!
Both Mark and I have long mar-
velled at that one. Over the years, I
greatly enjoyed this field collabora-
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tion with Ross, but on one occasion
in 1977, I was equally pleased to
have had to leave camp on
Manitoulin Island four days ahead
of Ross, who, on his final night, was
asleep in his pup tent when it was
struck by lightning during a severe
thunderstorm. Ross was rendered
unconscious for several hours, his
tent and sleeping bag zippers were
fused, a hole was burnt in his sleep-
ing bag, and the topper was the
wondrous tracery of the strike out-
lined in burns on his back!
Remarkably, no permanent damage
was done, as far as we know.

I can think of no greater com-
pliment than to say that, since Jim
Baillie, no professional has been a
better disciple of Ontario ornithol-
ogy than Ross James.
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comes down to the two very diffi-
cult genera: the Contopus or wood-
pewees or the dreaded Empidonax
flycatchers.

Let’s look more closely at the
basic features of this bird, working
from head to tail. The bill in profile
is fairly long (at least as long as the
distance from bill base to the front
of the eye). Moreover, it is quite
deep at the base, giving it a triangu-
lar profile. The eyering is complete,
sharp-edged and fine, and of uni-
form thickness. The top edge of the
eyering appears to be duller or
almost interrupted, but this is
caused by some overlapping crown
feathers. The wingbars formed by
light tips to each greater and medi-
an upper wing covert are whitish
and very prominent. The tail is
quite long, being about the same
length as the body from crown to
rump. Moreover, it is rather broad
throughout its length. The wings are
very long, the tips of the primaries
extending two-thirds of the way
down the tail, and the primary
extension beyond the secondaries is
very long,

The eyering, boldness of wing-
bars and chunky shape eliminate
the wood-pewees, which have no
eyering and rather dull wingbars. So,
now that we have identified the bird
as an Empidonax, the features just
noted help us to narrow the field
even more. Least, Yellow-bellied
and the Pacific-slope-Cordilleran
(Western) complex all have smaller
bills, tear-shaped eyerings and short
primary extensions. Dusky and
Hammond’s Flycatchers appear to
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be rather big-headed, short-tailed
birds with rather short and narrow
bills. The bill of Gray Flycatcher
may approach this bird in length,
but it is narrower throughout and
the lower mandible is sharply bi-
coloured, with an extensive dark tip.
Furthermore, Gray Flycatcher has
noticeably shorter primaries than
the subject bird.

So identification falls to the ter-
rible trio of Willow, Alder and
Acadian. In the absence of voice,
which would be diagnostically dif-
ferent, and colour, which would be
of some help, we are left with struc-
ture and proportions. For the
remainder of this analysis, and
where it makes economic sense, the
Alder-Willow species pair will be
called Traill’s. In both Traill’s and
Acadian, the bill is long and deep.
From underneath, if we could see it,
Acadian has an even longer, broad-
er bill than the others, but an
overzealous observer can easily be
convinced that any Traill’s has a bill
sufficiently large for Acadian. The
eyering is rather more complete
and especially neat for it to be
Traill’s, but again this is a tendency
only and many birds may prove
exceptions to these points. Willow
most frequently has a very incom-
plete eyering or essentially none at
all. Alder can have a complete eye-
ring, but again it would not tend to
be so fine and symmetrical. In this
black and white reproduction, the
shade from crown to rump is the
same. In Alder, there is a tendency
for more contrast between darker
head and a slightly lighter back.
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Identification, in this case with
the many limitations of the black
and white reproduction, falls then
to the bird’s proportions. Acadian
Flycatcher has the longest primary
projection, and this Acadian
Flycatcher has extremely long outer
primaries. In fact, they are so long
that the pose shown here, with
wings drooped down the sides of
the tail rather than folded over the
rectrices, is typical and highly sug-
gestive of the species. The tail itself
is rather more broad than any of
the other candidates.

Empidonax flycatchers as a
group are exceptions to the princi-
ple that first impressions are usual-

ly correct where bird identification
is concerned. First impression (and
enthusiasm) may suggest one
species, but careful dissection of all
the critical features is necessary to
begin to put a name to these diffi-
cult birds. Never be embarrassed to
say that you are not sure which of a
pair or subgroup of species is the
correct identification for any indi-
vidual bird. Extreme caution must
be observed in the identification of
non-vocalizing Acadian, Willow,
and Alder Flycatchers.

This Acadian Flycatcher was
photographed by Michael Runtz at
Point Pelee National Park.

Bob Curry, 3115 New Street, Unit 30, Burlington, Ontario L7N 3T6
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