Raptor Quiz

Bruce Duncan
These questions refer to Ontario’s raptors (including, at least
for this quiz, Turkey Vultures).

1. Which species migrate entirely out of their summer range
into their winter range?

2. What species is reported to have placed the following ob-
jects in its nests? A bleach bottle, a long white candle, a light
bulb, a family photograph (not the bird’s family), a newspaper
and a pair of lace-trimmed pink panties.

3. What does “reversed sexual size dimorphism” mean and
which species shows the greatest reversed sexual size dimor-
phism?

4. Which species was described by Thomas Mcllwraith in
1894 as a very rare straggler to southwestern Ontario?

S. Conifer plantings have greatly benefited several species in
recent years. Which ones?

6. Raptors vary in their nest defence; some are bold or even
reckless while others will simply circle or perch nearby. What
are examples of these extremes?
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Portrait of an Artist

Andrea Kingsley
Matt Holder

Andrea’s interest in nature grew from her childhood love of
animals. She knew no other naturalists, but her family and
teachers provided her with never-ending encouragement through
her formative years. While in high school, Andrea began
combining her interests in nature with her artistic talents, but a
trip to the Hudson Bay lowlands in her late teens, where she
finally met other birders, helped persuade Andrea to choose
biology over art during her post-secondary education. Attending
Trent University, she completed her Honours Bachelor’s degree
in biology, then a Master’s degree, researching the effects of
uniform shelterwood logging on Algonquin Park’s forest birds.

Besides her research, Andrea has performed songbird
surveys in northern and
southern Ontario for the
Canadian Wildlife Service,
taken part in the Peregrine
Falcon release program in
Nipigon and worked as a
park naturalist in
Algonquin Park.

Although she draws
and paints for the love of it,
Andrea’s art has been
reproduced in a number of
journals and books, (even a
book on fish!), including
Ontario Birds and Birders
Journal. After finishing her
Master’s degree last year,
Andrea is looking forward to
devoting more time to her art
and attempting to kickstart a
career as a professional artist.

Brown Creeper by Andrea Kingsley

New Address
OFO now has a new postal address:
ONTARIO FIELD ORNITHOLOGISTS
BOX 455 STATION R
TORONTO ON M4G 4E1
We will hold the Burlington mailbox for at least a year.




Favourite Birding Hotspots

The Niagara River

Kayo J. Roy

Veteran Ontario birders know where to stop along the Niagara
River. However, many OFO members are relatively new or
have been on guided trips. This note will outline the River’s
major birding hotspots.

Birding is most rewarding from mid-November to mid-
January when it is one of the very best areas in North America,
and perhaps in the world, to view large numbers and a great
variety of gulls. To date, 19 gull species have been observed on
the River. Bonaparte’s, Ring-billed, Herring and Great Black-
backed Gulls are abundant while Little, Iceland, Glaucous,
Thayer’s and Lesser Black-backed Gulls are found on most
days. Black-legged Kittiwake, Franklin’s, Black-headed and
Sabine’s Gulls make brief annual visits. Laughing, Mew and
California Gulls are occasional and there are three records of
Ivory Gull, 1924, 1934 and 1973. In 1992, the first Ontario
Slaty-backed Gull was seen by many. In 1995, a Ross’s Gull
was found at Fort Erie and then at several places between
Queenston and the Falls, bringing the total to 19. On occasion,
keen observers find 14 gull species in a single day.

With open water throughout the year, the River is a good
source of food for gulls. Small fish such as alewives, gizzard
shad, shiners and smelt are abundant in early winter and attract
gulls to the area. As well, larger fish sucked into the hydro
turbines are chopped into smaller pieces adding more food for
gull consumption.

Niagara-on-the-Lake

1. Queens Royal Park: Located on Ricardo Street, this small
park offers an excellent view of Lake Ontario and the mouth of
the Niagara River. It is a great place to view gulls and waterfowl on
the lake during the winter months. Hundreds of Oldsquaw can
usually be seen as well as other ducks, loons, grebes, scoters,
gulls and occasionally, jaegers. King Eiders are regular here.

2. River Mouth: At sunset from November to February there is a
flypast of gulls heading out to roost on Lake Ontario. On peak
days thousands of Bonaparte’s Gulls pass by, challenging the
birder to spot other gull species in the flocks. South of the
marina off Ricardo Street, several laneways lead to the River
from where it is best to observe the gulls as they fly by.

3. Queenston

Boat Launching Ramp: Accessed off Princess Street, there is a
lower and upper parking area. Park at the upper lot and walk
down the path to the lower lot. Here you are at water level and
can observe the gulls feeding over the River. This is the best
area to find Little Gull amongst the thousands of Bonaparte’s.
Both Franklin’s and Sabine’s Gulls are possible. Return to the
upper lot and walk the path heading south along the River.
About half way to the visible Queenston-Lewiston Bridge
ahead, you will arrive at a clearing between the path and the
River. This was a favourite area for one or two Black-headed
Gulls in the 1980s and remains perhaps the best place to look
for the species. A juvenile Northern Gannet spent considerable
time in this area in December 1990.

OFO NEWS October 1998

4. Sir Adam Beck Hydro Overlook

From the Niagara River Parkway directly above the generating
stations birders look straight down into the gorge offering both
challenge and seminar in wing and tail patterns as the gulls
forage below. This is the best place on the River to look for the
white-winged gulls—Glaucous, Thayer’s and Iceland (kumlieni
is far more frequent, but nominate glaucoides is possible).
Lesser Black-backed Gull is regular and Franklin’s occasional.
In the 1990s, Mew Gull occurred several times and California
Gull each year since 1992. In 1995, the almost mythical rare
Ross’s Gull delighted birders.

5. Hydro Reservoir

This 740 acre reservoir stores vast quantities of water for
periods of high power demand. It is most easily accessed from
behind 2058 Stanley Avenue in north Niagara Falls. Large
numbers of gulls loaf and feed here as do many ducks, geese
and a few herons. When the water level is down, migrating
shorebird flocks pause to rest. A good walking path goes
around the reservoir.

6. Whirlpool Rapids Overlook

A stop here is worth the time for the view alone. Mingling with
with the many feeding Bonaparte’s Gulls may be an occasional
loon or scoter, or something different like the 1995 Ross’s Gull.

7. Niagara River Gorge

Many waterbirds gather under the Falls to feed on materials
swept into the boiling rapids and deposited in quicter eddies.
Among the common gulls look for Glaucous, Iceland, Thayer’s,
Lesser Black-backed and Little Gulls and many species of
ducks. Sabine’s Gull, Franklin’s Gull, and Black-legged
Kittiwake are almost annual, and two of the three records of
Ivory Gull were from the gorge. Double-crested Cormorant and
Common Loon are frequent, and a Pacific Loon made a brief
visit in 1995.

8. The Old Toronto Hydro Building

The overlooks north and south of this building located above
the Falls opposite the Horticulture Greenhouse (free parking in
winter and rest rooms), provide a wide array of birds. Glaucous
and Iceland Gulls, Little Gull and Lesser Black-backed Gull
can often be found feeding or resting on rocks in the rapids.
Rarities have included Purple Sandpiper, Harlequin Duck,
Eurasian Wigeon, Barrow’s Goldeneye, and Red-necked and
Red Phalaropes.

9. The Old Pump House Building

The overlook behind this small building just south of the Old
Toronto Hydro Building provides a broader view of the rapids
and a further opportunity to look for gulls. Moreover, it is the
very best location to scan the table rocks for Purple Sandpipers.
Up to a dozen are occasionally counted and a few always
winter. Beware of confusion with Dunlin which are also seen
here in November and December. Look for several species of
ducks, including Gadwall, in the quieter waters close to shore.
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