not think that the arguments for splitting the Cave
Swallows or Curve-billed Thrashers were sufficiently
compelling to warrant a change at this time. We did not
accept a proposal to include the Blue Bunting in the same
genus as the Indigo Bunting.
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You may wonder why there always seem to be so
many changes to the Check-list. It is not, I can assure
you, because anyone makes money by making changes,
as would be the case, say, in writing a new edition of a
textbook. For the most part, these changes are suggested
as we learn more about birds-their relationships and
distribution. The emergence of techniques of rather
routinely sequencing DNA rapidly and inexpensively,
and some other molecular procedures has led to a
proliferation of studies clarifying the relationships among
species, and to a lesser extent the relationships among the
more inclusive groups (Families, Orders, etc.). For
example, there now is excellent evidence that ducks and
chicken-like birds are fairly closely related and emerged
as groups very early in the evolution of modem birds.
Unless our thinking changes, look for the next Check-list
to jump from tinamous to chickens and ducks, not loons
and grebes!

The year 2002 was the second of five for the atlas project, and
thanks to a fantastic effort by Ontario's birders, was a big year
in many ways.
In 2002, the push to cover northern Ontario began in
earnest. In the far north, 100 km blocks were covered at
Moosonee, Fort Albany, the northern James Bay coast, Polar
Bear Provincial Park, Akimiski Island, the Fawn and Severn
Rivers and Bearskin Lake. Particularly interesting was the
notable increase in Bald and Golden Eagles in the far north
since the first atlas. Northern Hawk Owls, too, were in
relatively large numbers in the northeast.
You can see the maps of these species and all others, and
review summaries of data to date on the atlas website. Data
summaries are updated daily and maps every couple of
months. There are lots of interesting changes on the maps.
The expansion of Sandhill Crane, Northern Mockingbird,
Cooper's Hawk, Merlin, Common Raven, Red-bellied
Woodpecker and many others is clearly depicted on the maps,
and will continue to evolve as more data comes in. The
scarcity of Bobwhite, Loggerhead Shrike and Henslow's
Sparrow is also evident.
Point counting, which will allow us to map the relative
abundance of many species, really got going in 2002.
Although all data aren't yet in our database, over 7900 counts
have been reported in over 500 squares to date. People are
finding that point counts add a new and interesting dimension
to their atlassing, helping them assess how common each
species is in their square, and leading them to previously
undiscovered areas.
We also produced a CD-ROM for atlassers to, help with
bird song identification. Atlassers can get a copy free of
charge from their regional coordinator.
In 2003, we'll continue to build coverage and the point
count database throughout the province. There will be more
opportunities for birders wanting to atlas in the north, and
funding available to help with travel costs. We're particularly
in need of people interested in atlassing by canoe on remote
rivers in the far north. It also looks like central Ontario from
Algonquin Park to Temagami and west to Sudbury is going to
be a challenging area to complete. We'll. be having more
square-bashes in that area-and everyone is invited.
Thanks to everyone who has made the project so
successful. See the atlas web page www.birdsontario.org for
details about the project and how to get involved or contact us

Another reason that changes occur is that
philosophies of classification change. A period of
"excessive" splitting started early in the 19th Century and
by 1920, many genera of birds were monotypic, that is,
contained only one species, or contained only a few
closely-related species. Starting with the 1931 Check-list
a period of lumping started. To the extent that the
splitting was indeed excessive this was a salutary trend,
but it did result in some lumps that seemed to many to be
excessive as well. Thus, to a certain extent we are seeing
some splitting to compensate for the excesses of the past.
To the extent that classification is subjective, we must
anticipate that classifications will track changes in
philosophy. However, modem methods, especially
molecular methods, make it possible sometimes to
produce what are probably accurate phylogenies and
these could be the basis of more objective and stable
classifications.
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Second Year a Great Success

Mike Cadman
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Should We Feed Birds?
John Prescott
Department of Pathobiology, University of Guelph
Ron Pittaway asks in the June 2002 OFO News whether we
should be "changing the way we feed birds?" After the 19971998 winter irruption of Common Redpolls and their
widespread loss because of salmonellosis, I had a crisis of
conscience while cleaning the winter accumulation of feed
and faecal debris (grunge) from my feeder. Was I doing more
harm than good in feeding birds?
For the next winter feeder season, a group of veterinary
students surveyed bird feeders in Guelph for hygiene and
Salmonella. They assessed the hygiene of 124 feeders on five
occasions through the winter and sampled the grunge each
time for Salmonella. The good news was that no Salmonella
were isolated at any time. The most hygienic feeder was the
squirrel proof feeder, although these became less hygienic
over the course of the winter, probably because they were
harder to clean. The other feeder types (hopper, tube, table)
did not change hygiene scores over the winter. We did find
that the hygiene of feeders co-maintained by older couples
became worse over the winter, although age was not
important if the feeder was the responsibility of only one
person.
Our conclusion was that Salmonella did not build-up at
feeders over the winter, and feeders (apart from squirrel proof
feeders, which started off as most hygienic) did not get
grungier over the winter. Our participants may have been on
their most hygienic best behaviour, even though they were
asked to behave "as usual." I now feed winter birds with a
squirrel proof feeder and a clear conscience.
We discovered that most people who feed birds have no
affiliation with any birding or nature organization. If an
outbreak of disease occurs, then word about cleaning feeders
with bleach or even removing feeders altogether for a time,
should go out through public announcements (radio,
television, newspaper) and not just the birding listserves.
Salmonellosis resulting from Salmonella typhimurium
phage type 40 is associated with Common Redpolls and to a
lesser extent with Pine Siskins and occasionally other feeder
species. This Salmonella strain is also common in feeder
salmonellosis in birds in Britain and more generally in
Europe, where it occurs especially in greenfinches. The strain
is unique to feeder birds and the occasional cat that picks up
dying birds, and sometimes people who handle the sick birds,
the feeder grunge or even the infected cat.
Salmonellosis in redpolls and siskins is likely partly
genetically predisposed and partly predisposed by flocking
behaviour, and it probably results from maintenance of this
unique strain by Salmonella carriers in these species. Faecal
contamination of feeders by carriers and the ravenous
behaviour of these susceptible flocking birds produces the
outbreaks. We can ameliorate outbreaks by removing feeders
once birds start dying or by rigorous cleaning with 3%
household bleach every few days wearing rubber gloves.
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Mycoplasmosis eye disease in House Finches may be a
special case of feeder associated mortality. It is highly ironic
that feeding probably initiated the massive increase in the
population that occurred when a few of these western birds
started breeding in the east, probably after escape from
captivity. Many will remember the piles of these birds
squabbling over feed. Since mycoplasma survive poorly in
the environment, especially in the winter, it is likely that
keeping feeders full in the summer, coupled with the
dependence of this species on feeders, their flocking activity
and a genetic susceptibility, led to the dramatic mycoplasma
induced crash in the population. The recovery of the House
Finch population, if it occurs, may have to wait until a
genetically resistant population develops. This may take
considerable time because of the their very homogenous
genetic base (the population grew from a few pairs).
So, should we feed birds? Yes, but with intelligence and
understanding. Bird feeding gives enormous pleasure to
many people, is an important contact with the natural world
and supports an enormous number of birds. In Britain, a
trainload of 15,000 tons(!) of peanuts is estimated as enough
to support the entire greenfinch population. In North
America, bird feeding may support up to two billion birds.
Surprisingly, there are no standards for feeders or bird
feed. While not formally assessed in our study of bird feeder
hygiene, some feeders were noted to be badly designed. For
example, birds can easily defecate in the large troughs of
some hopper feeders. Some bird feeders are bizarre in
design. Anyone can build and sell a feeder. In addition,
anyone can package a mix of cracked com, wheat and rice in
a plastic bag, print a cardinal on the front and add a price tag
of $4.99, even though only squirrels will eat the stuff. No
wonder some people asked us "where are the birds?"
Some national or international bird organization could
develop standards for bird feeder design and bird feed,
awarding a logo to feeders and feed that meet acceptable
standards. It should be at "arm's length" from the bird feed
companies and might be welcomed by them. The Canadian
Veterinary Medical Association's Pet Food Certification
program has significantly improved the standard of pet food
in Canada and might be the model for such a program. There
is enormous scope for educating the large bird feeding
community on how to do it well. This could be funded by
revenue generated from providing a certification program.
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Viewing Stands in Elgin County
Bill and Marjorie Prieksaitis
Over the past six years, a committed group of naturalists has built wildlife
iewing stands at most of the lagoons and wildlife areas throughout Elgin
County. This article chronicles why and how they were built their locations
throughout the county and what birders can expect to see should they visit.
During an October 1996 meeting of the West Elgin ature Club, a 50th
anniversary project for the Club was discussed. Harold Lancaster, a charter
member, suggested that some type of viewing stand would enhance waterfowl
viewing at the West Lome lagoons, located southwest of London near Lake
Erie. The areas surrounding the cells were overgrown with woody vegetation,
which made viewing difficult and the waterfowl were easily frightened when
birders tried to approach the edge of the lagoon. Ken Wilton, owner of
Meadowlands Construction, olunteered to draw plans, prepare a material list,
secure prices and 0 ersee the building of the stand. Bill Prieksaitis was asked
to secure the funds necessary for the project. Brad Reive was requested to
obtain permission from the Council of the Village of West Lome. At the
ovember meeting, Ken told the group that plans and prices were completed.
Bill had secured funding from the Ministry of atural Resource , Friends of the
En ironment-Canada Trust, St. Thomas chapter, The Order of Good Cheer and
the Elgin Stewardship Council. In total 1 800 wa rai ed. Brad presented an
agreement from the village, which allowed public access and a site for the
tand. The following Saturday Ken and five volunteer from the Club began
construction at 9 a.m. and completed the stand by 4 p.m. The first viewing stand
built by the Club was ready for use. Since its construction, it has been a great
success and has improved viewing opportunities for birders while reducing
stres and disturbance to the bird .
Based on the popularity of the concept Ken, Bill and volunteers from the
We t Elgin
ature Club the St. Thoma Field
aturalist and Elgin
Stewardship Council have built ix more stands in the county with the
assistance of the above sponsor and the Shell Environmental Fund. Each stand
i open to the public. The following table shows where they are located.

Location
We t Lome Lagoons

Address
25030 Thomson Line

Date Built
1996

Fingal Wildlife Area

34764 Scotch Line

1998

Hwy 401 Eastbound
West Lome Service Centre

Hwy401

1999

MTO Park

Aylmer Wildlife Area

10594 Hacienda Rd

2001

Rodney Lagoon

2002

The viewing stands are best visited in early spring for the Tundra Swans and
waterfowl migration and in late ummer and early fall for shorebirds and
waterfowl. An early pring visit to the Aylmer Wildlife Area or the Highway
401 Eastbound-West Lome Service Centre (al 0 known as Wendy's Pond) is an
out tanding opportunity to get some close looks at huge flocks of Tundra
wans, orthem Pintail American Wigeon Green-winged and Blue-winged
Teals and Ring-necked Ducks. Rarities seen over the years at both locations
include Eurasian Wigeon, Ros 's Goose and Greater White-fronted Goose. In
the fall of 2001, over 24 species of shorebird were seen at the Port Stanley
10

Fingal Viewing Stand

2000

Port Stanley Lagoons
37375 Scotch Line
Two viewing stand overlook 4 cell
22590 Pioneer Line

Port Stanley Viewing Stand

Rodney Viewing Stand
All photos by Bill and Marjorie Prieksaitis
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Lagoon, including Marbled and Hudsonian
Godwits and all three species of phalaropes.
A stop at these stands is an excellent addition
to a Hawk Cliff visit, being only 10 minutes
from the Cliff itself. Low water levels at the
Rodney Lagoon in 2002 produced a good
number of shorebirds including a Western
Sandpiper. In addition, the areas surrounding
most of these lagoons and wildlife areas also
provide good birding opportunities: warblers,
flycatchers, swallows and other migrating
songbirds.
The birders of Elgin County would
like to thank all the volunteers and sponsors
of the viewing stand projects and we hope
that birders from across Ontario will visit
soon! For more information about the
viewing stands or their locations, please
contact Bill or Marjorie Prieksaitis: E-mail:
wilmar@gtn.netphone:519-785-0176

Future OFO Field Trips
October 26 (Saturday) Hawk Cliff and
Area, southwest of London.
Leaders: Pete Read and Ian Platt
Meet at 9:30 a.m. From Hwy 401 interchange
177, take Hwy 4 south through west S1. Thomas
until it becomes Sunset Drive. Continue about 810 km to Union. Tum east onto County Road 27,
Sparta Line Road. Go east one road, about 3 km,
to County Road 22 (Fairview Road). Head south.
The second road south is County Road 24, (Dexter
Line) and a stop sign. Looking south you will see
the sign for Hawk Cliff. Continue south on the dirt
road to lake. Park along road allowance. Raptors,
waterfowl, gulls, late migrants.

November 24 (Sunday) Niagara River Gull
Watch. Leaders: Ron Tozer and Jean
Iron. Meet at 9:00 a.m. in Niagara-on-the-Lake
at Queens Royal Park near the mouth of the Niagara River at Regent and Front Streets. Gulls.

January 12 (Sunday) Petroglyphs Provincial Park. Leader: Geoff Carpentier. Meet
at 9:30 a.m. at the park entrance. Go north on
Hwy 28 from Peterborough past Lakefield and
Burleigh Falls to Woodview. Just north of Woodview tum right on Northey's Bay Road and go 11
km to the park entrance. Bald and Golden Eagles,
Common Raven, Gray Jay, winter finches, possible Bohemian Waxwings.

February 8 (Saturday) Fisherville Area,
Haldimand-Norfolk County.
Leader: John Miles. Meet at 9 a.m. in the
parking lot of the high school in the north end of
Cayuga on County Road 54. Hawks and Owls.
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Algonquin Park Square Bash
Ron Tozer
OFO's Breeding Bird Atlas Square Bash was held in Algonquin
Provincial Park from 19 to 25 June. A total of 15 birders participated in
some part of this week-long event to assist with the huge task of atlassing
in Region 27, which has 157 atlas squares! We operated out of Achray
Campground on beautiful Grand Lake in the East Side pine country of
Algonquin. This is a dramatically different environment from Algonquin's
Highway 60 Corridor that is familiar to most Ontario birders, and several
participants were enjoying its birds and scenery for the first time.
Despite the nearly constant attention we received from black flies and
mosquitoes, our compatible and enthusiastic group had a fun time. Most
of us camped at Achray, but some stayed at motels in Pembroke. The
weather was favourable after the often torrential rains earlier in June. We
were able to do some atlassing in nine different atlas squares bordering the
Sand Lake Road, from outside the Park boundary to Lake Travers. The
total group bird list for the week was about 110 species. Interesting
observations included a Black-backed Woodpecker nest with noisy young
near fledging, Golden-winged Warbler outside the Park, brief views of a
Fisher, Red Crossbills (heard only), Green Heron at Berm Lake marsh,
and several sightings of Macoun's Arctic, a butterfly of the jack pine areas
which flies only in even-numbered years in eastern Canada. Apparently
indicative of the high mortality of aerial insect-eating birds during the cold
and snow of May in Algonquin was the sighting of only one pair of Bam
Swallows during the entire week. Normally, this swallow is a common
nesting species in the area, both on structures and on cliffs in the Barron
Canyon.
Most of the participants in this event were hoping to learn more about
atlassing methods and to improve their skills in birding by ear. Those with
less experience accompanied others who were more familiar with
Algonquin's birds. One early morning was devoted to demonstrating how
to undertake Point Counts and the use of a GPS unit. We also discussed
the appropriate use of the various codes on the atlas data cards.
During the non-birding times of the day, many of us enjoyed
swimming at Achray's beautiful sand beach. We also explored the Barron
Canyon Trail overlooking the 100 metre cliffs bordering the Barron River,
visited the huge radio telescope at Lake Travers, walked to the site on
Grand Lake where Tom Thomson painted The Jack Pine, and enjoyed the
spectacular Poplar Rapids on the Petawawa River. Whip-poor-wills called
at dusk each evening in the campground, and loons serenaded us during
the night. The opportunity to live and bird together over several days
allows participants to form a closer bond than is frequently possible on the
usual one day trips run by OFO, and everyone seemed to really enjoy the
experience. I would like to thank everybody for their great effort.
Ron Tozer
Atlas Regional Coordinator (Region 27 Algonquin)
1017 Spring Lake Road, RR 1
DwightON POAIHO
E-mail: rtozer@vianet.on.ca
Telephone: 705 635-2315
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