














Future OFO Field Trips
February 8 (Saturday) Fisherville Area,
Haldimand-Norfolk County.
Leader: John Miles.
Meet at 9 a.m. in the parking lot of the
high school in the north end of Cayuga on
County Road 54. Hawks and Owls.

March 22 (Saturday) Long Point and
Vicinity. Leader: George Pond.
Meet at 9 a.m. at the main parking lot of
the St. Williams Forestry Station on
County Road 24 west of the intersection
with County Road 16. Waterfowl and
early spring migrants.

April 12 (Saturday) Gore Bay,
Manitoulin Island. Leader: Steve Hall.
Sharp-tailed Grouse lek. Cost: $20 per
person. This trip is limited to 15
participants. Please note: You must
register by April 1. OFO members receive
priority. For more information and/or to
register, contact Don Bamett: phone: 416
588-9724 e-mail: <dwbI26@yahoo.ca>

April 19 (Saturday) Algonquin Park.
Leader: Ron Tozer.
Meet at 9 a.m. at the WEST GATE of the
park. Park entrance fee. Spruce Grouse,
Black-backed Woodpecker, Gray Jay,
Boreal Chickadee.

April 27 (Sunday) Tiny Marsh
Provincial Wildlife Area.
Leader: Ron Fleming. *New Trip*
Phone 905-898-7216. Meet at 8:00 a.m. at
the commuter parking lot on the southwest
side of the interchange at Highway 9 and
Highway 400, or meet at 9:00 a.m. at Tiny
Marsh Nature Centre. Take County Road
27 north past Elmvale to Simcoe Road 6
and tum left (west). Proceed to 151

Concession Road, Tiny-Flos Townline.
Tum left (west) and continue about 4 krn
to the Nature Centre. Waterfowl and early
spring migrants.

May 3 (Saturday) Rondeau Provincial
Park. Leader: Maris Apse.
Meet at 8:00 a.m. at the Visitor Centre.
Park entrance fee. Spring migrants.

May 17 (Saturday) Prince Edward
Point National Wildlife Area.
Leader: Terry Sprague.
Meet at 7 a.m. at the bird sightings board
at Ducks Dive Cottages & Charters, just
outside the entrance to Prince Edward
Point National Wildlife Area. From
Picton, take County Road 10 (Lake Street
at the LCBO) for 8 kID to Cherry Valley,
then left at the stop sign and follow for 6
km to Milford. At the post office, tum
right and follow County Road 10 to the
Mariner's Museum at South Bay. Tum
right and follow County Road 13 for 17
km to Prince Edward Point. Spring
migrants.
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May 24 (Saturday) Opinicon Road Area
North of Kingston and Amherst Island.
Leader: Ken Kingdon.
Meet at 6:30 a.m. in the parking lot of
Denny's Restaurant next to the Days Inn
just south on Division Street, Kingston
(exit 617 from Hwy 401). In the morning,
breeding birds north of Kingston: Golden
winged and Cerulean Warblers, Yellow
throated Vireo, Black-billed and Yellow
billed Cuckoos. The afternoon on Amherst
Island for shorebirds, ducks and more.
Ferry charge.

May 25 (Sunday) Leslie Street Spit,
Toronto. Leader: John Carley.
Meet at 8 a.m. at the base of the Spit
parking lot near the intersection of Leslie
Street and Unwin Avenue. Late migrants,
breeding birds and butterflies.

May 30 (Friday) and May 31 (Saturday)
Rainy River. Leader: Dave Elder.
Phone: 807-597-2008
e-mail: <melder@atikokan.lakeheadu.ca>
Meet at junction of Worthington Road #3
and Hwy 11, which is about 10 krn east of
Rainy River (3 sideroads east of town) at
7:00 a.m. local (Central) time. American
White Pelican, Sharp-tailed Grouse,
Yellow Rail, Marbled Godwit, Piping
Plover, Western Kingbird, Sandhill Crane,
Black-billed Magpie, Connecticut Warbler,
Le Conte's Sparrow. Please note: those
members intending to participate MUST
register with Dave Elder by May 1.

June 14 (Saturday) St. Clair National
Wildlife Area and Point Pelee National
Park. Leader: John Miles.
Meet at 7 a.m. at the parking lot of the St.
Clair Refuge off Townline Road about 18
krn west of Chatham. Breeding birds:
Yellow-headed Blackbird, Least Bittern,
White-eyed Vireo, Yellow-breasted Chat,
rails.

June 21 (Saturday) and June 22
(Sunday) Bruce Peninsula.
Leader: John Miles.
On Saturday meet at 7 a.m. at the Tim
Hortons in Hepworth about 12.5 kID south
of Wiarton on Highway 6. On Sunday
meet at 7 a.m. in the parking lot of the
Toberrnory airport, west of Highway 6 on
Warner Bay Road. Park entrance fees.
Accommodations on the Bruce can be
difficult in summer; it is strongly
recommended that participants arrange
their lodgings early. The Bruce birds:
Brewer's Blackbird, Common Raven,
Virginia Rail, Clay-colored Sparrow,
Sandhill Crane, Upland Sandpiper,
breeding warblers. Also wildflowers, ferns
and butterflies.

Early Fledged
Mourning Dove

Ron and Mary Tasker

The article by Ron Pittaway "Early
Fledged Mourning Dove" in the June
2002 OFO News Volume 20(2):4 re
called an experience of ours. On 28
March 2002 as we were leaving our
house at 12 Cluny Drive in Toronto, we
were startled by a small poorly flying
dove in the dense shrubbery on the east
side of our greenhouse. We easily cap
tured it with a butterfly net, at first think
ing it might be an injured exotic species.
When examined, see photographs, it
proved to be a juvenile Mourning Dove.
The parent birds were not seen.

Mourning Dove showing the soft woolly plumage
and pale feather tips of a juvenile in Toronto on 28
March 2002. Photo by Ron Tasker.

Juvenile Mourning Dove showing distinct pale
edges to the wing coverts and scapulars in Toronto
on 28 March 2003. Photo by Ron Tasker.
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Mark your calendars now. Enjoy a great weekend of
fall birding at Point Pelee. Field trips will focus on
identification led by expert leaders. On Saturday
evening we will come together for a banquet and
program at the Roma Club in Leamington.
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OFO Awards
Each year OFO recognizes individuals and organizations for
their contribution to the birds and birding community of
Ontario. This year the following people will receive an
OFO Certificate of Appreciation:

• Geoff Carpentier for his tireless work to obtain access
on behalf of all Ontario birders to the Port Perry Sewage
Lagoons. He will receive a second award for generously
donating his time and raising funds during the Baillie Bir
dathon on behalf of OFO for the last 10 consecutive years.

• Ron Tozer, Ron Pittaway and Bill Crins for their dedi
cated volunteer efforts as Editors of Ontario Birds and for
making it Ontario's finest birding publication.

• Homer and Jean Leavitt for their outstanding hospital
ity to Ontario birdwatchers during the stay of the Lewis's
Woodpecker on their property during winter 2002.

• Gerry Vanderzanden and Grace de Vries
Vanderzanden for their outstanding hospitality to Ontario
birdwatchers during the stay of the Smith's Longspur on
their property during winter 2002.

• Ken Wilton, Ray Dodman, Brad Reive, Bill Prieksaitis
and Harold Lancaster for their leadership and efforts in
building seven wildlife viewing stands at sewage lagoons
and wildlife areas throughout Elgin County to minimize
bird disturbance and enhance viewing opportunities.

• Lorne Spicer, Al Hurst and Gordon Longhurst for
their persistence in obtaining access on behalf of all Ontario
birders to the Port Stanley Sewage Lagoons and their in
volvement in building the wildlife viewing stands through
out Elgin County.

George Prieksaitis, Chris Escott and Jean Iron
OFO Awards Committee
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What's Inside
Loggerhead Shrikes 2002 - Cameron Ranch
Update- Carden Bluebirds
Favourite Birding Hotspots: Minesing Swamp
Atlas Results After Two Years
Thank You
I Can't Believe I ate the Whole Thing - Notes
From The OBRC - Weaver Loggerhead
Shrikes
A Summer with Medins
Hold Hotlines-Cancel Subscriptions-Be back in
Seven Weeks
Always Have a Backup Plan
Should We Feed Birds? Why Not?
Ontario Forest Bird Monitoring Project
Stranded Loons and Grebes
Future OFO Trips - Early Fledged Mourning
Dove
OFO Awards - OFO Annual Convention

OFO Annual Convention
Point Pelee

20 and 21 September 2003

Ontbirds
Mark Cranford - Coordinator

Ontbirds with about 1400
subscribers is OFO's successful
listserv for reporting and getting
bird sightings. Ontbirds has
revolutionized birding in Ontario.

To subscribe, send an e-mail to:
majordomo@hwcn.org

Skip the subject line and III the
body of the e-mail, type:
subscribe ontbirds

Skip another line and type:
end

Send the e-mail. That is all it takes!

Questions: contact Mark Cranford
ontbirds@ofo.ca

OFO Website
www.ofo.ca

E-mail: ofo@ofo.ca

Sandra Eadie - Coordinator
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