




























Hannah's Story 

Jan ice Haines 

My story is about a hummingbird that ended up in a city far 
from home. This tiny bird displayed a strong will to survive and 
brought much joy to so many people. 

A different looking hummingbird presented itself in my 
backyard on a very hot 2 September 2004. She demonstrated a 
fondness for the red tubular flowers on the Pineapple Sage but 
made appearances for nectar in the Lavender, Calamint, Butter
fly Bushes, Phlox and Chaste Shrub. Often her head appeared 
bright yellow due to the flower pollen accumulating as she fed . 
There were Ruby-throated Hummingbirds in the yard but they 
soon migrated, leaving only thi s one. 

September gave way to October and as the flowers were 
dying I hung out more sugar water feeders . Hannah, as a friend 
of mine named her, loved to visit each new one put up. She was 
always curious about something different in her territory. 

Hannah was very timid around other birds arriving during 
fall migration. She preferred to be alone and did not associate 
with the kinglets, vireos, warb lers, juncos, White-throated and 
White-crowned Sparrows. She especially did not like the House 
Sparrows for they continuall y chased her around the yard. 

On I November, I noticed Hannah on the feeder closest to 
the house and not moving. I got my camera for a close up pic
ture knowing she would fly away if I stepped out the door. 
However, she didn ' t move so I took a few photos. I thought 
something was wrong as hummingbirds don ' t just sit and pose. 
I glanced to the right and there on top of the evergreen tree were 
two Merlins. Poor Hannah must have been terrified. I waited 20 
minutes until they flew off in pursuit of bigger birds. 

By 15 November I became concerned about her well-being. 
I contacted Dave Woods from Wildbirds Unlimited and he sug
gested that I increase Hannah 's sugar content in her feeder. 

With the help of some friends and a bird identification book, 
I determined that Hannah was not a Ruby-throated Humming
bird as I had assumed. She was either a Rufous, Allen 's or a 
Broad-tailed Hummingbird. 

Two well known Niagara birders, Kayo Roy and John 
Black, were contacted and after viewing her for only a few min
utes, both confirmed the bird was not a Ruby-throated Hum
mingbird, a common visitor to this area, but rather one of the 
genus Selasphorus. They posted Hannah 's presence to Ontbirds 
and this led to visits by birders from all over Ontario and west
em New York State. Some came from as far away as Ottawa 
and Ohio, both five hour drives to Niagara Falls. A couple from 
Toronto just stepped off a plane from Spain and drove straight 
down to see her. Hannah was a celebrity. She took her new 
fame in stride, allowing people to take her picture and never 
making anyone wait too long to see her. 

Hannah seemed to change her personality during this time 
and became more aggressive. One day she fought off an Ameri
can Goldfinch as well as a Red-breasted Nuthatch. She seemed 
to be staking out her territory for some unknown reason. 

November turned into December. The days were colder but 
Hannah was sti ll busy feeding and making her loud chjpping 
noises. Between feedings she favored the branches of the Bitter
sweet shrub. She enjoyed looking around and kept an eye out 
for a new predator, the Sharp-shinned Hawk, now a frequent 
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visitor to the 
backyard. 

Allen Chartier, 
a licensed expert 
hummingbird ban
der from Michi
gan, and his assis
tant Cindy Cart
wright were asked 
to catch, identify 
and band Hannah. 
On 2 December, a 
large cage with a 

Hannah on 18 November 2004 by Janice Haines. feeder was set up 
and she immedi

ately flew into the trap. Allen took her out and quickly and gen
tly did the testing. For the entire time, Hannah was calm. After 
this 14 minute process, she was put into my hand and I released 
her back into the wi ld . Within 15 minutes she was back at the 
regular feeders as if nothing had happened. 

Hannah was identified as a first year female Rufous Hum
mingbird, and had likely hatched in Alaska or British Colum
bia. Somehow in migration she took a wrong turn and ended up 
in my backyard. 

I met so many wonderful people who came great distances 
to see her, people from birding and nature clubs and birders on 
field trips with the Ontario Field Ornithologists. At last count 
there were over 500 signatures in our guest book. 

As winter neared, my husband and I set up a Scotch Pine 
tree with Christmas lights hoping that Hannah would go in it for 
the night and get warmth. Being the curious one that she had 
always been, within 5 minutes the tree became her new home 
for the night. I also noticed a Song Sparrow fly into the same 
tree and from that day on the two of them slept in it together. 
Hannah had made her first friend. We also purchased a heating 
lamp to put near her feeder so the so lution would not freeze . 

On 16 December, Hannah flew off into the distance. I had 
never seen her do this, maybe the instinct to fly south had regis
tered. I was hoping this was the case as the last two nights had 
been below freezing. The next day she was at the feeder at 7 
a.m. , which had been her habit since she arrived. The feedings 
that day were limi ted, as she preferred to sit on the Trumpet 
Vine branches closer to the ground the entire day. I saw her go 
into the Christmas tree just after 5 o'clock. 

The 18 December proved to be a bit milder than the previ
ous few days. I put up Hannah 's feeder early in the morning. A 
few people arrived to see her but I could not find her. There had 
been a south wind last night and maybe she had decided to 
leave. That was not to be the case. I found Hannah shortly be
fore I 0 a.m. perched at the top of her tree. She had died through 
the night even though she had tried so hard to survive. 

On Christmas Eve, Hannah was picked up and taken to the 
Royal Ontario Museum. She is now preserved as a specimen 
and will be kept at the ROM forever. Future researchers, stu
dents and ornithologists will be able to hold her in their hands 
as they prepare their research papers. A tissue sample was sent 
to the University of Guelph for genetic studies. Hannah became 
a star in her very short life. 

I miss Hannah very much and will never forget her, but I 
will always remember the joy she brought me and so many 
wonderful people who visited us here in Niagara Falls. 
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Carden Alvar 
Update on Cameron and Windmill Ranches 

Don Barnett 

While the purchase of the 2869 acre Cameron Ranch is 
complete, the closing date for the purchase of the adjoin
ing 1600 acre Windmill Ranch is 31 March 2005. The 
fundraising has been very encouraging. Both ranches pur
chased by the Nature Conservancy of Canada will have 
ownership transferred to Ontario Parks and a subsequent 
lease-back to the Nature Conservancy until2008. 

The Ontario Field Ornithologists, in partnership with 
the Nature Conservancy of Canada, Ontario Parks, The 
Couchiching Conservancy, Toronto Ornithological Club, 
Carden Field Naturalists, City of Kawartha Lakes Advi
sory Committee and Wildlife Preservation Trust Canada 
are designated partners on the Carden Alvar Advisory 
Committee and each of these organizations will have in
put towards the eventual Park Management Plan. At pre
sent, the lands are classified as Nature Reserve, a designa
tion which provides the greatest protection for the natural 
habitat. It is possible that this designation may be re
viewed in some sections of the property to allow for man
agement of alvar objectives. 

Cattle grazing will be reviewed for the management 
plan in order to retain the open alvar habitat which is vital 
to many of the bird species on the alvar. To evaluate this 
option, Ontario Parks will be conducting a vegetation sur
vey to determine the carrying capacity of the property for 
cattle grazing and also to evaluate the suitability of differ
ent zones for specific management techniques. This 
evaluation should be complete by April- May 2005. 

Last summer, initial surveys documented bird species 

on the Cameron Ranch, with some 16 point counts con
ducted using the protocols of the Breeding Bird Atlas. In 
2005, OFO will assist this project by doing some of these 
point count locations as ongoing monitoring projects. The 
dates for these surveys are Saturday 28 May and Saturday 
18 June from 6:00 to 10.00 a.m. We will meet at the main 
gate of Cameron Ranch on Kawartha Road 6 (Kirkfield 
Road). This project will allow OFO members to assume a 
continuing responsibility for systematic monitoring of 
point counts on the Cameron Ranch and eventually on the 
Windmm Ranch which along with financial support from 
OFO members has protected a world class birding area. 

For information about donations to protect the Carden 
Alvar, please contact Alissa Lee of the Nature Conser
vancy: Email: alissa.lee@natureconservancy.ca 
Toll free: 1-800-465-0029 
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