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Young cormorants

Mohawk Island on 23 May 1981
(A. Schaffner and A. Clark, pers.
obs.).

On 18 May 1983, A.R. Clark
and Arthur Schaffner visited
Mohawk island (located approx-
imately 13 kilometers southeast of
Dunnville, Regional Municipality
of Norfolk-Haldimand) to census
the Herring and Ring-billed Gull
(Larus argentatus and L.
delawarensis, respectively) pop-
ulations. As the boat approached,
65 Double-crested Cormorants
took flight from the island with a
number of the birds circling and
landing nearby on the lake. On the
island, Clark and Schaffner found
and photographed 12 cormorant
nests thereby documenting the first
breeding record of this species on
eastern Lake Erie. The nests, eight
of which contained eggs, were
located along the southeastern
edge of an area of higher ground in

the vicinity of Herring Gull nests.

On 15 June 1983, P. Madore, J.
Planck, and J. Robinson of the
Canadian Wildlife Service visited
the island. They found a total of 16
nests (3 w/0 eggs, 1 w/2 eggs, 5 w/
3 eggs, 4 w/4 eggs, 2 w/3 young,
and 1 w/3 young and 1 egg). Some
of the eggs in the nests were
pipping. In addition they noted
several eggs out of nests, some
intact and others broken. The inves-
tigators conducted their census
quickly in order to minimize the
disturbance. They observed several
adults back on their nests within
two to three minutes after they
moved away, with other birds
returning before they reached their
boat.

A third visit to the island was
made on 3 August 1983 by D.V.
Weseloh, A.R. Clark, A.
Schaffner, and L. Measures in
hopes of banding the young cor-
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morants. Although 20 Double-
crested Cormorants, including one
probable young of the year, were
noted on and around the island,
there were no non-flying young. At
this time the nests were heavily
overgrown with vegetation and did
not appear as if they had been
used recently. Weseloh felt that
very few birds, if any, had pro-
bably fledged. He also felt that
such poor success was consistent
with a new colony and the number

of visits the island had probably
received from boaters (and
biologists).

Of additional note is that
Mohawk Island is a National
Wildlife Area and visits between 1
April and 31 July are prohibited
without a permit.

The authors would like to thank
Gerald McKeating for the permits
to visit the island and D. V.
Weseloh for his data and
comments.

Arthur R. Clark, Buffalo Museum of Science, Humboldt Parkway, Buffalo,

New York 14211.

Paul Madore, Janet Planck, and Jeffrey Robinson, Canadian Wildlife Ser-
vice, 152 Newbold Court, London, Ontario N6E 1Z7.

An Ash-throated Flycatcher
(Myiarchus cinerascens) at
Prince Edward Point

On Sunday morning, 7 November
1982, during the annual Fall
Round-up of the Kingston Field
Naturalists at Prince Edward
Point, Marg Brown, Ruby Rogers,
George Vance and the author
studied a Myiarchus flycatcher
superficially resembling a Great-
Crested Flycatcher (Myiarchus
crinitus). It was feeding actively in
the field along the lee side of the
woodlot immediately southwest of
the harbour within the National
Wildlife Area. The flycatcher
spent virtually all its time within
one m of the ground perching atop
stout weeds or bushes and flying to

the ground. It did not catch insects
in flight, but captured them from
foliage, a behaviour not typical of
Great-Crested Flycatchers. We
were able to approach within 10
paces and study for about half an
hour the following field marks. The
white on the chin and throat exten-
ded to the side of the neck becom-
ing grey and merging into brown.
The upper breast was also white
and the mid-breast a creamy white.
The lower belly was creamy white
washed with pale lemon yellow,
which was strongest in the vent area.
Both mandibles were dark right
to the face and each was of equal
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length giving the appearance of a
relatively small bill. The head was
unmarked brown, but darker than,
and showing slight contrast with,
the back. The feathers on the
crown were ruffled slightly as
though back combed. The upper
side of the tail was brown and
lacked any rufous. The underside
of the tail displayed a rich rufous,
easily seen when the bird perched
or took flight. Two white wing bars
and white edging along the secon-
daries gave the bird a smart
appearance. A rich rufous patch in
the outer secondaries was also
evident.

During the observation, the bird
was suspected of being an Ash-
throated Flycatcher (Myiarchus
cinerascens), but only the new
Peterson’s eastern field guide
(Houghton-Mifflin) was on hand
which is limited in its treatment of
Mpyiarchus flycatchers. Our
strategy then was to make detailed
notes on field marks and drawings
in order to facilitate later iden-
tification with suitable reference
material. Such an identification
confirmed Ash-throated
Flycatcher. The critical features

were the small, all dark bill, white
chin and throat, and the colour of
the tail — brown above, rufous
below.

The breeding range of the Ash-
throated Flycatcher extends from
central Mexico north to Oregon
and east to central Texas where it
inhabits desert, scrub and pine-oak
woodlands. Murphy (Amer. Birds
36:241-247, 1982) summarized
its occurrences east of the
Mississippi River and notes that in
recent years it has been a regular
fall visitor. Prior to 1970, Ash-
throated Flycatchers were recor-
ded only 12 times in the east, but
more than 20 times since then.
Most sightings have been between
September and December with
peak numbers in November and
early December. The Prince
Edward Point bird constitutes the
third record for Ontario and the
first for the Kingston region. Judg-
ing from the photograph of the
Ash-throated Flycatcher at
Whitby (see earlier article) which
showed a fair amount of pale
colouration along the side of the
neck, it is unlikely these were the
same individual.

Ron D. Weir, 294 Elmwood Street, Kingston, Ontario K7M 2Y8

Accomodations
available. . .

B
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For up to six birders who want to visit the Long Point area and who can
provide their own sleeping bags, their own food and function independently.
Contact Ann Griffin, 1-519-586-3401 or write — The Rectory, Box 115,
Port Rowan, Ontario NOE 1NO.
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Sight Record of a Golden-crowned
Sparrow (Zonotrichia atricapilla)
in Ontario

At 1230h on 3 January 1982, 1
located an immature Golden-
crowned Sparrow (Zonotrichia
atricapilla). The bird was in a
small cattail (Typha sp.) marsh in
the town of Gosport, Northum-
berland County. The bird was near
a Tree Sparrow (Spizella arborea)
and a Song Sparrow (Melospiza
melodia). I watched it for about
three minutes from a distance of
25 m. The bird then flew north
some 30 m to another cattail
marsh.

I then called Fred Helleiner and
Sheldon McGregor to observe this
unusual sparrow. We observed the
bird with the aid of 7X50
binoculars from a distance of 20 m
for approximately three minutes.
Light conditions were good from
an overcast but bright sky. The
bird was last seen that day by me
feeding on the berries of Bitter-
sweet Nightshade (Solanum
dulcamara).

The most startling field mark
noticed immediately was a yellow
forehead. This yellow was most
intense at the base of the upper
mandible and faded in intensity
moving back to the median line.
Outlining the yellow forehead was
a dark brown ‘eyebrow’ which ran
along the crown of the head well
above the eye. The crown, par-
ticularly at the back of the head,
seemed to have a reddish-brown

tinge. There was a faint eye ring.
The bird’s bill was a pale pink to
bone colour with a faint mustache
coming down from the lower man-
dible. The breast was a dull white
with no markings. Two faint wing
bars were also noted. The back of
the sparrow was a light brown, not
a reddish-brown as in the Tree
Sparrow. The bird appeared
marginally larger than the nearby
Tree Sparrow. The only noise
heard was a single call note which
sounded similar to that of a Tree
Sparrow.

The Golden-crowned Sparrow
was seen by many other observers
from 4-15 January 1982 as it
regularly visited a feeder in Gos-
port (Amer. Birds 36:291, 1982).

A detailed sighting report was
submitted to the Ontario Bird
Records Committee and was sub-
sequently accepted by the Com-
mittee in February of 1983 as the
first authenticated sight record for
the province (Ont. Birds 1: 13,
1983). The only other known
record for the province is an
unsubstantiated record for North
Bay on 16 April 1974 (Amer.
Birds 28: 798, 1974)

The nesting range of the
Golden-crowned Sparrow in
Canada is the mountains of British
Columbia and western Alberta.
However they are casual east of
the Rockies in Alberta, Sas-




71

katchewan and northwestern Mac-
kenzie. (Godfrey, W.E. 1966.
Birds of Canada, Nat. Mus.
Canada, Ottawa)

Extralimital Golden-crowned
Sparrows have also occurred in
Wisconsin, New York, Texas,
Iowa, New Jersey, North Dakota,
Louisiana, Connecticut, Illinois,
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and
Japan. Nova Scotia has had two

records since the publication of
Godfrey’s Birds of Canada (1966).
On 9 October, 1967 an adult bird
was seen on Sable Island
(McLaren, I.LA. & C. Bell, 1972.
Birds of Sable Island, Nova
Scotia. Nova Scotia Museum,
Halifax). Another adult bird was
seen from 8-15 May 1977 at Tur-
tle Lake, Queen’s County, Nova
Scotia (Amer. Birds 31: 976, 1977).

Christopher G. Harris, 11 Letitia St., Barrie, Ontario L4N IN7

Book Reviews

Breeding Birds of Ontario, Nidiology and Distribution,
Volume I: Nonpasserines. 1983. By George K. Peck and Ross D. James.
Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto. xii + 321 pp. $25.00

Breeding Birds of Ontario, Nidiol-
ogy and Distribution, Volume I:
Nonpasserines by George Peck
and Ross James, is the first
definitive book on the province’s
breeding birds since Baillie and
Harrington wrote their two part
work “The Distribution of Breed-
ing Birds in Ontario” in 1936 and
1937. At that time 210 breeding
species were recognized. A wealth
of information has accumulated
over the past 46 years, thanks
especially to the Ontario Nest
Records Scheme (ONRS),
launched in 1956. Drs. Peck and
James have used data from some
80,000 nest cards submitted up to
1980. Of these, 17,757 were pro-
cessed for their first volume. In

addition they have surveyed both
the pertinent scientific literature as
well as the publications of
Ontario’s various naturalists’
clubs. As of 1980, the cut-off date
for the present work, some 283
breeding species are listed for
Ontario of which nine are con-
sidered hypothetical.

This volume describes 143
breeding species from loons to
woodpeckers inclusive. The order
follows the Fifth A.O.U. Checklist
(1957) with associated sup-
plements up to and including
1976. Perhaps the authors weighed
the advantages of adopting the
Sixth edition (1983) against the
disadvantages of the inherent delay
that would result. The figures num-
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ber 184 in all, of which 142 are
maps. The 42 photographs, all
black and white, show various
nests, habitat types and birds.
Forty of these were taken by the
authors. The text contains 37 line
drawings of birds, all prepared by
Ross James. The drawing of the
Semipalmated Plover is rep-
roduced on the soft front cover.

The five forest and
physiographic regions of Ontario
are defined in the introduction.
The authors wisely remind the
reader that Ontario’s area is dou-
ble that of France and five times
that of the British Isles. The for-
mat for each species, with few
exceptions, has all the information
on nesting and the breeding dis-
tribution on the right hand page
opposite its distribution map on
the left. This makes for easy read-
ing. Each account of the nidiology
is subdivided into four sections viz
records, eggs, incubation period
and egg dates. Detailed descrip-
tions of the species’ breeding
habitat, nest location and nest des-
cription are given in the records
section. In the eggs section, the
number of nests, the number of
eggs each nest contained and
average clutch size are listed.

The symbols used on the dis-
tribution maps denote contem-
porary or historical records, each
categorized by documentation or
sight record. On each map is also
shown a helpful distance legend. A
single page at the end of the
species accounts is devoted to four
of the species reported breeding in
Ontario without supporting
material evidence. An alphabetical
listing by common name is given
of the plant species mentioned in

the text, while the index contains
both the common and scientific
bird names.

The text is free of typographical
errors, at least I did not detect any.
However, in three locations on
page 7, items 7, 8, 9, a singular
verb is used with the word data,
the plural form of datum. On page
53, the authors refer to Chen rossii
as Ross’s Goose rather than Ross’
Goose. This is the only occasion
where they have strayed from
A.O.U. nomenclature.

A mixup has occurred on page
121 for the Marsh Hawk, where
the first two sentences of
paragraph three are the same as
for the Osprey 123, paragraph
four. Nests of the Marsh Hawk are
not bulky structures of sticks and
branches. This paragraph should
begin as follows with the corrected
text supplied to me by Dr. James:
“Nests were scanty to bulky plat-
form mounds usually with flat
tops. They were placed on the
ground or on surrounding flattened
vegetation. A few nests were des-
cribed as depressions and some
had slightly hollowed bowls.”

The strength of the book lies in
its important contribution in sum-
marizing the nesting information
reported in the ONRS. These data
will prove invaluable for nest find-
ing. Among the many useful tips
are that 92% of all Common
Flicker nests and 98% of Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker nests reported
were in deciduous trees. Only 6%
of all flicker nests were found in
living trees, while the Hairy
Woodpecker nested noticeably
earlier than either the sapsucker or
Downy Woodpecker.

Missing information on the
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breeding distribution maps must be
interpreted with great caution. As
the authors point out, the bulk of
records in the ONRS reflect in
their distribution a correlation with
the distribution of contributors.
This has resulted in more records
from densely populated areas than
from less densely populated ones.
Wide expanses of the province are
without human settlement or even
visitation. In addition, many
naturalists will not report nestings
of certain species (especially the
large raptors) to the ONRS for

fear of disturbance. These han-
dicaps will be mostly, but probably
not entirely, overcome by the
Ontario Breeding Bird Atlas pro-
gramme running from 1981-85
and should provide the most com-
plete information on Ontario’s
breeding bird distribution
heretofore known.

This first volume is an essential
addition to the library of any
serious Ontario ornithologist and
naturalist. It is a first class produc-
tion and good value for $25.00.
Volume II is awaited eagerly.

Ron D. Weir, 294 Elmwood Street, Kingston, Ontario K7M 2Y8.

Information Wanted

Seasonal Summaries of Bird
Sightings in Ontario: In their
journal, American Birds, the U.S.
National Audubon Society
publishes seasonal summaries of
birds seen throughout North
America. There are 26 reporting
regions, of which Ontario is one.
The aim of American Birds is to
summarize the significant
ornithological events of each
season. These include characteris-
tics of migration, important
movements and numbers, extra-
limited records, breeding infor-
mation and other occurrences of
note. Anyone with the ability to
identify birds and record obser-

vations accurately may participate.

Simply send your observations to
the sub-regional editor in your area
(see below) or, if none is listed,
directly to the Ontario editor.

The reporting seasons for
American Birds are as follows:
Spring — 1 March to 31 May;
Nesting — 1 June to 31 July;
Autumn - 1 August to 30 Novem-
ber; Winter — 1 December to 29
February. Your report should
reach the sub-regional editor
within 10 days of the close of each
season.

There is no official connection
between American Birds and the
Ontario Bird Records Committee
(OBRCQ). If the material you are
sending to your sub-regional editor
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for inclusion in American Birds
contains reference to species for
which the OBRC requires
documentation (see OBRC
Reference Lists), make a separate
submission to them.

For more information contact
the Ontario editor:
Dr. Ron Weir, 294 Elmwood St.,
Kingston, Ont., K7TM 2Y8. Sub-
regional editors to contact (listed
by county beginning in extreme
eastern Ontario):

STORMONT, DUNDAS &
GLENGARRY; PRESCOTT &
RUSSELL; OTTAWA-
CARLETON (incl. metropolitan
Ottawa); RENFREW;
LANARK: Mr. Bruce Di Labio,
62 Grange Ave., Ottawa, Ont.,
K1Y ON9.

LEEDS & GRENVILLE: Mr.
David Warner, St. Lawrence
Islands National Park, Box 469,
Mallorytown, Ont., KOE 1RO.

FRONTENAC (incl. Kingston &
the islands); LENNOX &
ADDINGTON: Ron Weir, as
above

PRINCE EDWARD: Mr. Terry
Sprague, R.R.#1, Demorestville,
Ont., KOK 1WO.

NORTHUMBERLAND: Mr.
E.R. (Ted) McDonald, 18 Fraser
St., Port Hope, Ont., L1A 2Al.

PETERBOROUGH; VIC-
TORIA: Mr. Doug C. Sadler,
R.R. #4, Peterborough, Ont.,
K9J 6X5.

HALIBURTON (incl. Algonquin
Prov. Park); NIPISSING south:
Mr. Ron Tozer, Spring Lake
Road, R.R. #1, Dwight, Ont.,
POA 1HO.

NIPISSING: north (incl. North
Bay); Mr. Gary F. Clay, 17
Merlin Ave., North Bay, Ont.,
P1A 3V6.

PARRY SOUND; MUSKOKA:
Mr. Robert Bowles, Box 816,
Gravenhurst, Ont., POC 1GO.

DURHAM: Dr. Margaret Bain,
210 Byron St. N., Whitby, Ont.,
LIN 4M9.

TORONTO METROPOLITAN
AREA: Mr. Arn Dawe (Toronto
Ornithological Club), 56 Coles
Ave., Woodbridge, Ont.,

LAL 1L9; Mrs. Margaret Wilson
(Pickering Field Naturalists),
1374 Tatra Dr., Pickering, Ont.,
LIW 1K6; Mr. B. Parker
(Toronto Field Naturalists),
Townhouse 66, 109 Valleywoods
Rd., Don Mills, Ont., M3A 2R8.

YORK: Arn Dawe, as above.

SIMCOE: Mr. CIiff J. Mac-
Fayden, 159 Owen St., Barrie,
Ont., L4AM 3HS.

DUFFERIN: Mrs. Susan
Howlett, R.R. #1, Orangeville,
Ont., LOW 2Y8.

PEEL: Arn Dawe, as above.

HALTON; HAMILTON-
WENTWORTH (incl. met-
ropolitan Hamilton): Mr. Kevin A.
McLaughlin, 30 Bingham Rd.
Hamilton, Ont., L8H 1N4.

NIAGARA: Dr. Richard W.
Knapton, Dept. of Biological
Sciences, Brock University, St.
Catharines, Ont., L3S 3A1.
(reporting records from the Buffalo
Ornithological Society is Dr. R.F.
Andrle, Buffalo Museum of
Science, Humboldt Parkway, Buf-
falo, New York, 14211, U.S.A.)
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HALDIMAND-NORFOLK
(incl. Long Point): Mr. Roy B.H.
Smith, Long Point Bird Obser-
vatory, Box 160, Port Rowan,
Ont., NOE 1MO.

BRANT: Volunteers needed.

WATERLOO; WELLINGTON:
Mr. Stan Kozak, 632 Woolwich
St., Guelph, Ont., N1H 3Y2.

GREY; BRUCE: Mr. Joe
Johnson, Box 556, Wiarton, Ont.,
NOH 2TO0.

HURON: - Volunteers needed.

PERTH: Mrs. Maureen P. Davis,
R.R. #2, Stratford, Ont.,
N5A 6S3.

MIDDLESEX; ELGIN;
OXFORD: Mr. W.R. (Bill) Jar-
main, 795 Commissioner’s Rd.
W., London, Ont., N6K 1Cl1.

LAMBTON; KENT; ESSEX:
Mrs. N.T. (Alice) Kelley, 3681
Forest Hill Dr., Bloomfield Hills,
Michigan, 48013, U.S.A.

TIMISKAMING: Mr. Percy W.
Richter, Box 293, Virginiatown,
Ont., POK 1XO.

MANITOULIN; SUDBURY:
Mr. John C. Nicholson, 863 Prete
St., Sudbury, Ont., P3E 3X09.

ALGOMA: Mr. Tom D. Mar-
wood, 31 Garden River Road,
Sault Ste. Marie, Ont., P6B 5Y7.

COCHRANE: Mr. Ted
Armstrong, Box 2265, Cochrane,
Ont., POL 1CO.

THUNDER BAY EAST: Mr.
Michael C. Jones, Pukaskwa
National Park, Box 550,
Marathon, Ont., POT 2EOQ.

THUNDER BAY WEST: Dr.
M. (Myra) J. McCormick, 286 N.
Algoma St., Thunder Bay, Ont.,
P7A 5A6.

RAINY RIVER: Mrs. Shirley
Peruniak, Quetico Provincial Park,
Ministry of Natural Resources,
Atikokan, Ont., POT 1CO.

MOOSONEE AREA: Dr. Ken
F. Abraham, Ministry of Natural
Resources, Box 190, Moosonee,
Ont., POL 1YO.

Corrections

The following corrections should be made to Ontario Birds Volume 1 Num-

ber 1:

P. 8, Col. 2, last line: Netititishi
should read Netitishi

p. 11, Col. 2, line 17: 1892 should
read 1982

p. 16, Col. 2, line 14: 20°C should
read —20°C

p. 34, Col. 1, line 1: 21 May 1979
should read 21 May 1978

line 32: On 23 May
should read On 24 May
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OFO
Announcements

The following are announcements
of upcoming OFO activities. They
have been arranged for members
of the Ontario Field
Ornithologists. Because space may
be limited at any of these functions
be prepared in some way to iden-
tify yourself as an OFO member.
Reports on past OFO activities
will appear in the newsletter.

12 November 1983 — Gulls at
Niagara

This trip is geared specifically to
help the beginner sort out the con-
fusing masses of gulls to be found
in the Niagara gorge at this time of
the year. Among the huge numbers
of Ring billed, Herring & Bonapar-
te’s Gulls, we will be looking for
Little, Franklin’s, Black-headed,
Thayer’s, Glaucous, Iceland &
Lesser Black-backed Gulls.
Occasionally a Sabine’s Gull turns
up along the river. The group may
also look for local specialties such
as Tufted Titmouse or House
Finch.

Meet in Niagara-on-the-Lake at
9:00 a.m. at the mouth of the
Niagara River. There is a good
sized parking lot there adjacent to
the park that faces the river mouth.
Leader will be Ron Ridout.

Early March 1984 — Ivy Lea and
Wolfe or Amhurst Island

Ivy Lea is noted for such
specialities as American Turkeys
and Bald Eagles while the islands
often play host to large numbers of
wintering owls and hawks. More
details of this trip will be announ-
ced in the next newsletter.

Late May — Early June 1984 —
Rainy River/Lake-of-the-Woods
The Moosonee field trip was so
well received that we are now
planning another ambitious
Ontario trip: this time to the Rainy
River/Lake-of-the-Woods region.
The area is a long way from
southern Ontario and either expen-
sive or time consuming to get to;
driving time from southern Ontario
is 20+ hours. Scheduled air travel
can only take you as close as
Kenora or Ft. Frances car rentals
are available at both locations.
Tenting and limited commercial
accommodation are available.
Further details will appear in the
next newsletter.

Typist Wanted:

OFO needs a person to do
occasional typing. Contact the
Editors. 1-416-485-1464.
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