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American Robin Nestling Predation
by an American Red Squirrel

On 31 May 1986, I observed the its mate in attacking the squirrel.
predation of an American Robin This lasted for about ten minutes,
(Turdus migratorius) nestling by an after which the squirrel
American Red Squirrel disappeared behind a boulder with
(Tamiasciurus hudsonicus) in the the nestling still in its jaws. The
Lake Marie-Louise Campground parents then ceased their attack
of Sibley Provincial Park, Thunder but lingered in a nearby tree.
Bay District. This interesting encounter is not

The squirrel was observed sitting entirely unusual since the
at the base of a pine (Pinus sp.) tree American Red Squirrel is known
with the robin nestling, which was to be much more carnivorous than
still alive, in its jaws. The squirrel other tree squirrels and has been
was being attacked by an adult known to eat robins as well as
robin, which repeatedly swooped other nestling birds (Banfield
down at the squirrel, pecking it 1981).
with its bill and scolding it loudly,
in an attempt to rescue its Literature Cited
offspring. After several minutes a Banfield, A. WF. 1981. The
second adult robin arrived to help Mammals of Canada. University

of Toronto Press, Toronto.
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OFO Announcements

Field Trips
22 February 1987, Sunday: Petroglyphs Provincial Park. Leader: Geoff

Carpentier (705) 743-8594. Meet at the Park gate at 9:30 AM. From
Peterborough take Hwy. 28 north approx. 50 km to Woodview. Turn right
on Northey's Bay Rd., go 11 km to Park gate. Good chance for Bald and
Golden Eagles, Gray Jays, Black-backed and Three-toed Woodpeckers,
both Crossbills and Boreal Chickadees. For additional details see site
guide in Ontario Birds 3(1):29-32 or call Geoff.

7 March 1987, Saturday: Toronto Region Owl Prowl. Leaders: Bruce
Wilkinson & Glenn Coady. Meet at the Humber College Arboretum at
11 :00 AM. For directions and additional information call Glenn Coady
(416) 596-8109.

Great Gray Owl/drawing by Peter Burke
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Ontario
Field Ornithologists

The Ontario Field Ornithologists is an organization dedicated to the study
of birdlife in Ontario. It was formed to unify the ever growing numbers of
field ornithologists (birders/birdwatchers) across the province and to
provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and information among its
members. The Ontario Field Ornithologists officially oversees the activities
of the Ontario Bird Records Committee (OBRC), publishes a newsletter and a
journal, Ontario Birds, hosts field trips throughout Ontario and holds a
Spring Field Meeting and an Annual General Meeting in the autumn.

All persons interested in bird study, regardless of their level of expertise,
are invited to become members of the Ontario Field Ornithologists.
Membership dues are $17.00 Annual Member or $340.00 Life Member. All
members receive Ontario Birds, the official publication of the Ontario Field
Ornithologists. Please send memberships to: Ontario Field Ornithologists,
P.O. Box 1204, Station B, Burlington, Ontario L7P 3S9.

Board of Directors
President - Chip Weseloh, 1391 Mt. Pleasant Rd., Toronto, Ontario
M4N 2T7
Vice-president - Jon McCracken, P.O. Box 152, Vittoria, Ontario NOE tWO
Treasurer - Hugh Currie, 29 Helena Ave., Toronto, Ontario M6G 2H3
Secretary - Luc "Luke" Fazio, 2347 Nikanna Road, Mississauga, Ontario
L5C 2W8
Correspondence - Marg Bain, 210 Byron St. N., Whitby, Ontario LIN 4Nl
Membership - Reid and Margaret Wilson, 1374 Tatra Drive, Pickering,
Ontario LIW lK6
OBRC Representative - Doug McRae, Box 98, Brighton, Ontario KOK 1HO
Publicity - Victoria Carley, 211 Riverdale Ave., Toronto, Ontario M4K lC4
Journal Editor - Donald Fraser, 694 Irwin Cres., Newmarket, Ontario
L3Y 5A2
Newsletter Editor - A. Geoffrey Carpentier, 964 Weller St., Peterborough,
Ontario K9J 4Y2 .
Field Events - Linda Weseloh, 1391 Mt. Pleasant Rd., Toronto, Ontario
M4N 2T7 and Glenn Coady, # 1424-20 Carlton St., Toronto, Ontario
M5B 2H5
Past President - Donald Sutherland, 325 St. Clair Ave. E., Toronto, Ontario
M4T IP3




