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Orchard Oriole:
New to Nortbhern Ontario

Alan Wormington and William Lamond

On 25 September 1986 the authors
located an immature Orchard
Oriole (Icterus spurius) at Terrace
Bay, Thunder Bay District, while
observing birds in the company of
Mark W. Jennings. The bird was
found at the town’s sewage pond,
which is located just south of town
at the base of a steep embankment;
further to the south the Lake
Superior shoreline is less than 1
km away. This very shallow sewage
pond is surrounded by mostly
deciduous forest, with extensive
patches of various weeds (mostly
Bidens sp.) in and around the
water.

The Orchard Oriole was first
seen by Lamond, who saw it flying
twice over the pond. On the first
encounter it was suspected of
being a tanager (Piranga sp.), but
after the second observation was
considered more likely to be an
Orchard Oriole. Some time later
we relocated the bird and were
able to keep it under almost
continuous observation for about
20 minutes. With binoculars, at
distances ranging from 10 to 20 m,
the bird was studied feeding on the
ground in tall dead grass, in
patches of dead fireweed
(Epilobium angustifolium), in
mountain ash (Sorbus sp.), in white
birch (Betula papyrifera) and

in some still-green elderberry
(Sambucus pubens) bushes. We had
no difficulty in identifying this
exciting find as an Orchard Oriole,

, since the species was previously

very familiar to all three of us.

This sighting represents the first
record of Orchard Oriole in
northern Ontario, the species
having not been listed for the
region by Wormington and James
(1984), or subsequently by the
Ontario Bird Records Committee
in their annual reports (1983 to
1985 inclusive).

Description

The following is a synopsis of the
description we were able to obtain:
in size the bird was small for an
oriole, being hardly larger than a
large sparrow (e.g, White-crowned
Sparrow, Zonotrichia leucophrys),
but with a more slender build. In
flight the bird flew in a somewhat
jerky style with its long, well-
rounded tail held down.

At a distance or in flight the bird
simply appeared entirely olive-
green in colour, but was noticeably
lighter below. The head, back,
rump and tail were mostly a
uniform shade of olive-green,
except that the head was slightly
darker on the crown and forehead,
the back showed very slight grey

Alan Wormington, R.R. #1, Leamington, Ontario N8H 3V4
William Lamond, #310-175 Hunter Street W., Hamilton, Ontario L8P 1R4
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“marbling”, and the rump
(contrasting with the tail and back)
was slightly lighter. No markings
(eg., tail-spotting) were present in
the tail. The wings were slightly
darker and greyer than the back,
with two distinct but dull, dirty
white wingbars; the smaller fore
wingbar (median wing coverts) was
thicker and probably slightly
yellowish. The entire underparts of
the bird were lighter than the
upperparts. The lower portions
were light greenish-yellow, while
the throat was a distinct, clear
lemon yellow with some duskiness
at the edges. The eye was black or
dark; there was an indistinct dark
eyeline extending from the bill
base to a point just behind the eye.
The bill was moderately thick-
based but tapered to a sharp point;
it was either straight or perhaps
very slightly down-curved. In
colour it was mostly dark-dusky
with some pale colouring at the
base.

The only vocalization made by
the bird (heard once by Lamond)
was a double-noted, blackbird-like
chatter, recognized as typical of the
species.

We considered the bird to be an
immature (young-of-the-year),
mainly due to the bright
underparts, and in particular the
bright yellow throat. Oberholser
(1974:814) describes this feature as
a distinction between immatures
and the similar adult female at this
time of year.

Status and Range of the Species
In eastern North America the
Orchard Oriole regularly breeds
north to Massachusetts, extreme
southern Ontario, southern

Michigan, central Wisconsin and
southern Minnesota, and westward
to include extreme southern
Manitoba and southeast
Saskatchewan (A.O.U. 1983:734).

Records north and east of the
above range in the vicinity of the
Great Lakes pertain almost
exclusively to birds in spring.or
early summer, unlike the fall
occurrence at Terrace Bay. The
most extralimital of these include
the following: five spring and early
summer records north to the
Ottawa area (Bruce M. Di Labio,
pers. comm., 1986); nine spring
records for Manitoulin District
(Nicholson 1981:177-178); several
spring appearances at Whitefish
Point, Michigan (Payne 1983:58);
and an adult male observed by
Marjorie Carr et al. on 21 May
1979 at Stony Point, Lake Superior,
the only northern Minnesota
record away from the Red River
Valley along the west edge of the
state (Kim R. Eckert, pers. comm.,
1986). More distant occurrences in
the east include numerous records
for Nova Scotia and a single
record for Newfoundland (Godfrey
1986:557).

Also unusual about the Terrace
Bay bird is that it occurred on a
very late date for the species. Only
one later record is known for
Ontario, that being an adult male
observed 18-20 November 1962 at
Oakville, Halton Regional
Municipality, by Barry D. Jones
(pers. comm., 1986) and others.
This remarkable record was
apparently unknown to James et al.
(1976:48), who list the latest
Ontario date as 21 September, a
record which presumably refers to
the Orchard Oriole seen on that
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date in 1952 at Point Pelee, Essex
County, by Robert E. Mara
(O’Reilly et al. 1953:48).

In summary, the present record
represents an unusually late fall
record of the species well north of
its breeding range, presumably the
result of disoriented reverse
migration. Despite this uniqueness,
however, the record fits a
developing pattern in northern
Ontario—and Lake Superior in
particular—where southern species
have most often been recorded
during fall migration, and often on
dates considerably later than their
normal migration periods.

Literature Cited

American Ornithologists’ Union.
1983. Check-list of North
American Birds, 6th Edition.
Allen Press Inc., Lawrence,
Kansas. 877 pp.

Godfrey, W.E. 1986. The Birds of
Canada. Revised Edition.
National Museum of Natural
Sciences, Ottawa. 595 pp.

James, R.D., P.L. McLaren and J.C.
Barlow. 1976. Annotated Check-
list of the Birds of Ontario.
Royal Ontario Museum Life
Sciences Miscellaneous Publi-
cations, Toronto. 75 pp.

Nicholson, J.C. 1981. The Birds of
Manitoulin Island and Adjacent
Islands within Manitoulin
District. Second Edition, Revised.
Sudbury, Ontario. 204 pp.

Oberholser, H.C. 1974. The Bird Life
of Texas. University of Texas
Press, Austin & London. Two
Volumes. 1069 pp.

O'Reilly, RA., Jr, D.S. Middleton,
N.T. Kelley, W.P. Nickell and C.J.
Messner (Editors). 1953. Bird
Survey of the Detroit Region
1952. The Detroit Audubon
Society, Detroit, Michigan. 83 pp.

Payne, R.B. 1983. A Distributional
Checklist of the Birds of
Michigan. Miscellaneous Publi-
cations, Museum of Zoology,
University of Michigan No. 164.
Ann Arbor, Michigan. 71 pp.

Wormington, A. and R.D. James.
1984. Ontario Bird Records
Committee, Checklist of the
Birds of Ontario. Ontario Birds
2:13-23,

Editor’s Note: Up until now, the Annual Report of the Ontario Bird Records
Comnmittee has always appeared in the first number of each volume of Ontario
Birds (April issue). However, due to the fact that the OBRC hoids its annual
meeting in March, it is impossible to include the committee’s report without
delaying the publication of the journal. Commencing this year, therefore, the
OBRC Annual Report will regularly appear in the second (August) issue of
Ontario Birds. This will not only allow us to better maintain our production
schedule, but will also provide ample time for the OBRC to review records and

compile them into a first-class report.

D.M. Fraser
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Note

Use of Garbage Dump and Possible Migration
Route of Caspian Tern in Central Ontario

On 16 June 1985, Doug McRae,
Mike Runtz and I observed a
Caspian Tern (Sterna caspia) flying
over the Lindsay sewage lagoons,
Victoria County. At the time, we
remarked to one another that both
the date and location seemed
unusual because most Caspian
Terns should be on their breeding
grounds in mid-June.

On 23 July 1985, I observed eight
adult Caspian Terns loafing with
approximately 200 Ring-billed
Gulls (Larus delawarensis) at the
Lindsay garbage dump. The dump
is located adjacent to the sewage
ponds and is about 1.5 km east of
the south end of Sturgeon Lake,
Victoria County. The location of
the dump and lagoons is described
by Goodwin (1982).

At 1600h on 8 August 1985, four
adult Caspian Terns were observed
resting at the dump with several
hundred Ring-billed Gulls and a
small number of Herring Gulls (L.
argentatus). The day was sunny and
hot. The terns had their bills open
and were panting. As with the pre-
vious observation, the terns formed
a loose group among the gulls.

At 1545h on 16 August 1985, one
adult Caspian was sitting at the
dump among approximately 1000
gulls (mostly Ring-billed) when
another adult tern flew in from the
direction of Sturgeon Lake and
landed near the first.

I was not able to check the
dump as frequently in 1986.

However, on 31 July I observed 13
Caspian Terns, including one in
juvenal plumage, resting with the
gulls at the dump.

I believe these observations are
significant for two reasons. First,
the terns were using a garbage
dump as a loafing site and second,
the numbers observed (eight on 23
July 1985 and 13 on 31 July 1986)
are high for a location away from
the Great Lakes, possibly indicating
a migration route between
Georgian Bay and Lake Ontario.

The Caspian Tern is decidedly
rare in most of central Ontario
away from the Great Lakes. I
recorded just one in Haliburton
County during the period from
1980 to 1986. Sadler (1983) cites
only 14 sightings for adjoining
Peterborough County and he
considers it “a rare wanderer ...
from small nesting colonies on the
Great Lakes”. In a few areas,
however, the Caspian Tern appears
to be locally common. Calvert
(1925) reports that the Caspian
Tern was a “frequent fall migrant
on Sturgeon Lake”, but he lists no
numbers or dates. Tozer and
Richards (1974) consider it to be “a
fairly common transient . .. and
post-breeding summer resident” in
the Oshawa—Lake Scugog region.
The origin of some of these terns is
suggested by a juvenal found dead
on 10 August 1968 at Lake Scugog
which had been banded earlier in
the summer as a chick near
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Halfmoon Island (Parry Sound
District), Georgian Bay. The
evidence presented here suggests a
post-breeding migration route
from nesting colonies on Georgian
Bay to Lake Ontario via Sturgeon
Lake and Lake Scugog.

Although the Caspian Terns
were not observed foraging for
food at the dump, this behaviour
might not be totally unexpected.
Cunningham (1966) reports a
Caspian Tern feeding upon carrion
on a road in Florida. It appears
that the Caspian Terns at Lindsay
were using the dump for resting
and loafing because of the
proximity of the dump to Sturgeon
Lake and this tern’s strong
inclination to associate with the -
Ring-billed Gull. Caspian Terns
have also been observed sitting in
fields with gulls (Tozer and
Richards 1974; Geoff Carpentier,
pers. comm., 1986). However, other
than nesting on man-made
peninsulas such as the Leslie
Street Spit on Lake Ontario near
Toronto, Regional Municipality of
York, Caspian Terns rarely use
man-made habitats. I am unaware

of any reports in the literature of
Caspian Terns using a garbage
dump.
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Book Reviews

Birds of the Cottage Country. 1985. By William C. Mansell. McBain
Publications, Kitchener. 298 pp., $7.95 (paper).

As the author points out, the
cottage country of central Ontario
becomes the destination for tens of
thousands of people every summer.
Many of these people have a
casual interest in birds but need a
source of regional bird information
to answer their questions. The
author hopes that this book will be
a reference for local birds that will
“be a last recourse to those
arguments around the dinner
table”, as well as an addendum to
the four major field guides. The
area encompassed by this book
includes the Districts of Muskoka,
Parry Sound and Haliburton, plus
Algonquin Provincial Park.

. Unfortunately, the Birds of the
Cottage Country does not meet
either of these aims very well.

The book is made up of three
sections. It begins with a brief five
page introduction. Here, the
purpose of the book is outlined,
and an overview of the book’s
layout is given. Sadly missing from
this introduction is any kind of
map of the area in question. The
final section is a useful chart of the
310 species known to occur in the
region. Listed beside each species
are spring arrival and departure
dates and fall arrival and
departure dates. The bulk of the
book, nearly 200 pages, is
comprised of the accounts of all
310 species and their respective
families. The order of these
families by and large follows the
6th edition of the AOU checklist

(1983). However, on some
occasions, birds are placed in odd
combinations (for example, the
placing of Horned Lark in the
chapter with mimids, pipits,
waxwings and starlings). After
each family name, there is a brief
list of that family’s member species
arranged by abundance. A
drawback with this system is that I
looked in vain for definitions of
the abundance ratings. For
instance, what is the difference
between “rather uncommon” and
“uncommon”? This lack of
definition causes some confusion,
or perhaps I disagree with the
ratings; I am not sure which. For
instance, according to my records,
Red-breasted Nuthatch is not
“uncommon”, nor is Northern
Oriole “rather rare” in the cottage
country. Following this attempt at
abundance ratings, the family of
birds covered in that chapter is
briefly described. Then follows a
species by species account. The
species name is bold-faced and
numbered; the number cor-
responds to the arrival/departure
chart at the back of the book.

The most recurrent flaw in this
book is the repeated use of
misleading language which, to a
novice birdwatcher, will give a
most incorrect impression of
certain birds. The description of
the Ruby-crowned Kinglet call
sounding “as if the bird was
pulling nails from wood” will not
aid a budding birdwatcher in
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identifying this bird. In the general
discussion of swallows, Mansell
declares that “all swallows are
colonial in nesting habits”. This is
definitely not the case for the Tree
Swallow, and rarely for the Barn or
Rough-winged Swallow. Some-
times, important facts about birds
are left out entirely. I can think of
few other birds that so readily
remind me of a spruce bog as the
Olive-sided Flycatcher. However,
Mansell makes no mention of
them around bogs. And I have yet
to see a Brown Creeper on a cow
tail!

A major problem with Mansell’s
perspective on the birds of this
region stems from the personal
approach that the author takes.
Most of his sense of the species’
regional status appears to come
from the birds he has seen at his
cottages on Rebecca and Pen
Lakes. I am not convinced that
these observations apply across the
region. Mansell’s descriptions of
Northern Pintail and Gadwall
imply that they are rare visitors
from the prairies. However, both
species have nested in Parry Sound
and Muskoka Districts as part of a
major eastward range expansion.

The narrowness of such a personal
approach could have been avoided
through the better use of existing
literature and records. A look at
the Ontario Nest Records Scheme
or the results of the Ontario
Breeding Bird Atlas would have
revealed that contrary to what
Mansell believes, Brown-headed
Cowbirds have indeed parasitized
many nests in cottage country.

Clearly, the most interesting
sections of the book are the
numerous anecdotes the author
recounts. There are some delightful
descriptions of approaching
herons in canoes, watching young
loons learning to fish and finding
a Scarlet Tanager in October. If the
Birds of the Cottage Country had
stuck to such a personal note it
would have been a much more
interesting read.

This book attempts to straddle
the line between personal
recollections on the one hand and
an annotated checklist on the
other. The result is that it does
neither very well. Therefore, this
book cannot be recommended as a
guide to the birds of cottage
country, either for the seasoned
bird enthusiast or the beginner.

Chris Harris, 4-4175 Camarvon St., Vancouver, B.C. V6L 253

Watching Birds: An Introduction to Ornithology. 1977. By Roger F. Pasquier.
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston (published in Canada by Thomas
Allen & Son Limited), 301 pp.; $13.95 Paperback.

Introductory texts on field
ornithology that are both worth-
while and at the same time not
overly technical are hard to find.
Accordingly, it was with some
apprehension that I approached
Roger F. Pasquier’s Watching Birds:
An Introduction to Ornithology. Not

another birdwatching “how-to”
book! Therefore, it was with
pleasant surprise that I discovered
a useful, informative and mostly
accurate book.

Pasquier wrote this book with
two audiences in mind. As a
teacher of ecology, he wanted to
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place abstract ecological principles
in the observable, real world. And
the world of birds provides ample
opportunity for the illustration of
ecological concepts. The other
people for whom this book is
aimed are birdwatchers. Many
birdwatchers are keen to move
beyond merely identifying birds to
understanding their roles in the
ecosystem. In brief, this book is
both a primer on birdwatching
and a primer on ecology.

Watching Birds is an intimidating
301 pages; the text,however, is set
in easy to read print and is
liberally sprinkled with attractive
black-and-white illustrations,
capably done by Margaret
LaFarge. The text is divided into 15
bite-sized chapters, each dealing
with an important aspect of the
study of birds. Topics covered
range from why people study birds
and a basic introduction to
birding, through physiology and
behaviour, to the current state of
the field. Also included is a
foreword by the dean of
birdwatching, Roger Tory Peterson,
and appendices on further reading
and some major ornithological
and conservation organizations.

Each of the chapters can be read
as a separate unit and provides a
wealth of information. Under-
pinning each is a concern with
ecological principles and an
emphasis on the adaptive
significance of physiological
features and behaviour. Pasquier
supports these larger themes with
numerous specific, mostly North
American, examples. These are of
interest to both amateurs and
professionals. While some of the
information verges on the trivial
(how many feathers does a

hummingbird have?), others strike
to the heart of matters. Particularly
interesting to this reviewer was the
conservation dilemma posed by a
pair of Spotted Owls. The timber
value represented by the average
territory of these birds is estimated
at ten million dollars!

While mostly accurate, Watching
Birds is marred by the occasional
mistake, often caused by the
author’s tendency towards making
absolute statements. Contrary to
what is stated in the book, House
Finches in eastern North America
do compete with another species,
albeit the much maligned House
Sparrow (p. 229), Kirtland’s
Warbler does breed outside of
Michigan (p. 238) and Yellow-
breasted Chats will raise young
Brown-headed Cowbirds (p. 187).
Other inconsistencies are caused
by the book’s age; published in
1977 it is already somewhat out of
date. For example, the superior
National Geographic Society Field
Guide to the Birds of North America
is, obviously, not noted in the list
of field guides. Furthermore, the
taxonomy used has been superseded
by revisions made by the AOU.
More sadly, Pasquier’s reference to
50 California Condors is no longer
accurate, as only a handful remain.
While these minor shortcomings
are annoying, they do not effect the
overall value of the book.

Watching Birds is a worthwhile
addition to the bookshelves of
anyone interested in birds and/or

~ecology. It is an ideal teaching tool.

both for schools (senior secondary
and junior college) and for
independent study. In addition to
answering many questions, Pasquier
poses many many more; Watching
Birds provides the inquiring mind
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with dozens of questions yet to be Pasquier makes a powerful
answered. For birders, this book argument for conservation; hope-
will allow them to better fully this book will help to further
understand bird biology and the this goal.

ecological roles played by birds.

Mark Gawn, 1045 Alenmede Crescent, Ottawa, Ontario K2B 8H2

OFO Announcements

Field Trips

23 May 1987, Saturday: TORONTO ISLAND. Spring migrants for beginner
birders. Leader: Glenn Coady (416) 596-8109. Meet at 8:00 AM at
Toronto Island Ferry Docks.

5-7 June 1987, Friday to Sunday: OFO ANNUAL SPRING MEETING—
LONG POINT. Organizer: Jon McCracken (519) 428-0019. Orientation
meeting on Friday, 5 June at 8:00 PM at the Group Campsite, Turkey
Point Provincial Park (see last OFO Newsletter (No. 11) for more details).

4 July 1987, Saturday: BRUCE PENINSULA. Nesting Eastern Bluebirds,
Brewer’s Blackbirds, Sandhill Cranes. Leaders: Dave Fidler (519) 371-
2919 and Tom Murray. Meet at Dave Fidler’s house at 8:00 AM. From
Owen Sound go west on Hwy. 21 to Jackson (8.0 km), north one
concession (2.0 km), west 0.8 km, north 1.1 km (only house on left side of
the road).

7-9 August 1987, Friday to Sunday: PEMBROKE SWALLOW ROOST.
Details will appear in the next OFO Newsletter. For more information
contact Chip Weseloh (416) 485-1464.

1 November 1987, Sunday: SARNIA JAEGERS. Leader: Dennis Rupert
(519) 371-2919. Meet at 8:00 AM at the first stoplight at Point Edward
parking lot behind the waterworks. If it is a good day (i.e., bad weather)
Dennis will stay there most of the day. If it is a bad day (i.e., good
weather) the trip will move on to Kettle Point and Ipperwash about 10:00

21 November 1987, Saturday: NIAGARA RIVER GULL OUTING. Leader:
Glenn Coady (416) 596-8109. Meet at 8:00 AM at the parking lot at the
mouth of the river, Niagara-on-the-Lake.

For the latest details regarding any of these events contact Margaret Bain,
OFO Field Events Coordinator (416) 668-6452.
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Ontario
Field Ornithologists

The Ontario Field Ornithologists is an organization dedicated to the study
of birdlife in Ontario. It was formed to unify the ever growing numbers of
field ornithologists (birders/birdwatchers) across the province and to
provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and information among its
members. The Ontario Field Ornithologists officially oversees the activities
of the Ontario Bird Records Committee (OBRC), publishes a newsletter and a
journal, Ontario Birds, hosts field trips throughout Ontario and holds a
Spring Field Meeting and an Annual General Meeting in the autumn.

All persons interested in bird study, regardless of their level of expertise,
are invited to become members of the Ontario Field Ornithologists.
Membership dues are $17.00 Annual Member or $340.00 Life I\ﬁember. All
members receive Ontario Birds, the official publication of the Ontario Field
Ornithologists. Please send memberships to: Ontario Field Ormthologlsts
P.O. Box 1204, Station B, Burlington, Ontario L7P 359.

Board of Directors

President - D.V. Chip Weseloh, 1391 Mt. Pleasant Rd., Toronto, Ontario
M4N 217

Vice-president - Glenn Coady, #1424-20 Carlton St., Toronto, Ontario
MA4T 1P3

Treasurer - Hugh Currie, 29 Helena Ave., Toronto, Ontario M6G 2H3
Secretary — Jon McCracken, P.O. Box 152, Vittoria, Ontario NOE 1W0
Membership - Reid Wilson, 1374 Tatra Drive, Pickering, Ontario L1W 1K6
OBRC Representative — Bob Curry, 92 Hostein Dr., Ancaster, Ontario

L9G 287

Journal Editor - Donald Fraser, 694 Irwin Cres., Newmarket, Ontario

L3Y 5A2

Newsletter Editor — A. Geoffrey Carpentier, 964 Weller St., Peterborough,
Ontario K9J 4Y2

Field Events - Marg Bain, 210 Byron St. N., Whitby, Ontario L1N 4N1
Special Projects and Publicity - Victoria Carley, 218 Humbercrest Blvd.,
Toronto, Ontario M6S 4L.3 and Ronald T. Scovell, 3 Sims Cres Rexdale,
Ontario M9V 259

Past President — Donald Sutherland, 325 St. Clair Ave. E., Toronto, Ontario
M4T 1P3






