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— Fulvous Whistling-Duck (Dendrocygna bicolor), 24 August, Newcastle, Durham.
— Swainson’s Hawk, 16 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Ferruginous Hawk (Butso regalis), ‘7 May, Nanticoke, Haldimand-Norfolk.
— Ferruginous Hawk, 15 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Ferruginous Hawk, 16 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Gyrfalcon, 6 October, Coleraine, Peel
— Piping Plover (two), 28 May, north of Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Western Sandpiper ( Calidris maun), 1 June, Emo, Rainy River.
— Rufousnecked Stint (Calidris ruficollis), 30 July, Windmill Point, Magara.
— Curlew Sandpiper, 31 August-2 September, Presqu’ile Prov. Park, Northumberland.
— Curlew Sandpiper (two), 13 October, Vellore, York — photos on file.
— Mew Gull (Larus canus), 7 October, Oshawa, Durham.
— Ivory Gull (two), 19 October, Komoka, Middlesex.
— Western Kingbird, 22 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Western Kingbird, 24 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Western Kingbird, 16 September, Blenheim, Kent.
— Violet-green Swallow (Tachycineta thalassina) (two), 24 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Mountain Bluebird, 19 April, Thunder Bay, Thunder Bay.
— Varied Thrush, 22 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Bell’s Vireo (Vireo bellii), 16 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Townsend’s Warbler (Dendroica toumsends), 13 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Grace’s Warbler (Dendroica gracia), 22 May, Burpee, Manitoulin.
— MacGillivray's Warbler ( Oporomis tolmiei), 25-31 May, Port Weller, Magara.
— Western Tanager, 16 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Blue Grosbeak (Guiraca caerulea), 9 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Lark Bunting, 13 May, north of Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Lark Bunting, 14 May, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
1988 — Western Grebe, 11 November, Presqu’ile Prov. Park, Northumberland.
— Swainson’s Hawk, 21 April, Grimsby, Magara.
— Long-billed Curlew (Numenius americanus), 19 May, Hillman Marsh, Essex.
— Sandwich Tern, 7 October, Niagara-on-the-Lake, Magara.
— Lewis’ Woodpecker (Melanerpes lewis), 25 September, Point Pelee Nat. Park, Essex.
— Scissor-tailed Flycatcher, 25 August, Guelph Lake, Wellington.
— Northern Wheatear, 7 June, Long Point Tip, Haldimand-Norfolk
— Loggerhead Shrike (Lanius ludovidanus), 31 October, Thunder Bay, Thunder Bay.
— MacGillivray’s Warbler, 15 May, Thunder Bay, Thunder Bay.
— Northern Cardinal, 6 November, Thunder Bay, Thunder Bay.
— Lark Sparrow, 15 August, Ancaster, Hamilton-Wentworth.
— Grasshopper Sparrow (Ammodyamus savannarum), 25 August, Thunder Bay, Thunder Bay.
1987 — Tricolored Heron, 11 June, Rondeau Prov. Park, Kent.
— Townsend’s Solitaire, 19 September, Pass Lake, Thunder Bay.
1986 — Lark Sparrow, 17 May, Brighton, Northumberland.
1986/85 — Mountain Bluebird, 1 May-25 June 1985 and late April-31 July 1986, Port Stanley,
Elgin— photos on file.

Considerable controversy surrounded this male bird which was mated to a
female Eastern Bluebird (Sialia sialis), but it was never clearly established if
any eggs produced by the mating of these two birds ever hatched; in 1985, for
example, excellent photographs of the three fledged young — which were
from the defended nestbox and attended by the male bird — were clearly
those of Eastern Bluebird. As for the bird’s identification, considerable
attention was focussed on the small reddish mark on the bird’s upper chest
(present both years), extent of blue (restricted) on the underparts, and
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overall shape and structure. Opinions by at least one expert on bluebird
identification (Jon L. Dunn, pers. comm.) indicated the bird had several
characteristics atypical of Mountain Bluebird; subsequently, the record could
not be accepted by the committee as definitely pertaining to this species.

Additional details on this bird have been published by Risley (1987).
1985 — Pomarine Jaeger, 5 November, Van Wagner’s Beach, Hamilton-Wentworth.
— MacGillivray’s Warbler, 31 August, Long Point (Breakwater), Haldimand-Norfolk — photos

on file.

1982 — Cave Swallow, 17 May, Rondeau Prov. Park, Kent.

1981 — Mountain Bluebird, mid-April-30 April, La Salette, Haldimand-Norfolk — photo on file.

1979 — Ivory Gull, 7 January, Rolphton, Renfrew.

1977 — Yellow-throated Warbler, 22 May, Great Duck Island, Manitoulin.

1974 — Ivory Gull, 2 March, Niagara Falls, Magara.

1969 — Ferruginous Hawk, 28 March, Grimsby, Niagara.

1967 — Western Kingbird, 26 May (not 20 May as in Speirs 1985:514-515), Point Pelee Nat. Park,
Essex.

Corrections / Updates to
Previous OBRC Reports

1988 Report (Ontario Birds 7:43-54):
— under Yellow-throated Warbler (1987/1988 at Trenton), add “R. Terry Sprague” as a
contributor (additional documentation on the record has recently been obtained).

1987 Report (Ontario Birds 6:42-50):
— under Lark Sparrow (1987 at Presqu'’ile Prov. Park), change “6-7 April” to “13-16 April”
(information recently received from Presqu’ile Prov. Park gives correct dates for the bird’s
occurrence).

1986 Report (Ontario Birds 5:42-63):

— under Rufous Hummingbird (1986 at Algonquin Prov. Park), add “A. Geoffrey
Carpentier” as a contributor (additional photographs on the record have been obtained).

1985 Report (Ontario Birds 4:3-18):
— under Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) (1978 at Hurkett), change the record to read
“929 Oct.-2 Nov,, Hurkett (29th to 1st) and Dorion (2nd)” (information on the observation
at Dorion has recently been obtained and almost certainly pertains to the Hurkett bird).
— under Groove-billed Ani (1978 at Sundridge), change the number of the specimen from
“182038” to “132031"; add “immature female” to the record.

1984 Report (Ontario Birds 3:2-17):
— under Yellowcrowned Night-Heron (1981 at Point Pelee Nat. Park), change “Jeffrey
Bennett” to “Jeffery Bennett.”
— under Blue Grosbeak (11-17 May 1979 at Point Pelee Nat. Park), change “Allen E.
Valente” to “Allen E. Valentine.”
— under Blue Grosbeak (1972 at Point Pelee Nat. Park), add “Alan J. Ryff” as a contributor
(additional documentation on the record has recently been obtained).
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1983 Report (Ontario Birds 2:53—65):

— under Groove-billed Ani (1988 at Rosslyn), add “adult female” to the record.

— under Northern Wheatear (1972), change “Fraserdale” to “Abitibi Canyon.”

— under Yellow-throated Warbler (1982 at Niagara Falls), add “Wavel Barber, Maxine
Barber” as contributors (additional documentation on the record has recently been

obtained).

1982 Report (Ontario Birds 1:7-15):

— under Little Blue Heron (1982 at Rondeau Prov. Park), add “JBW” (= John B. Walty) asa

contributor.

— under Cattle Egret (1982 at Dorion), change “23 Oct.” to “23 Oct.-2 Nov.” (information
recently obtained gives more complete dates on this bird’s occurrence).

— under American Swallow-tailed Kite (Elanoides forficatus) (1982 at Buckhorn), add “AW” (=
Alan Wormington) as a contributor of a photograph.

— under Mississippi Kite (1982 at Point Pelee Nat. Park), add “PDP” (= Paul D. Pratt) asa
contributor (additional documentation on the record has recently been obtained).

— under Slender-billed Curlew (Numenius tenuirostris) (about 1925 at Crescent Beach), add

“ILT" (= I. L. Terry, Sr.) as a contributor.

— under Curlew Sandpiper (1982 at Essex), add “AW” (= Alan Wormington) as a contributor

of photographs.

— under Laughing Gull (Larus atricilla) (1982 at Point Pelee), add “AW” (= Alan

Wormington) as a contributor.

— under Western Kingbird (1982 north of Toronto), add “MW]” (= Mark W. Jennings) as a

contributor of photographs.

— under Yellow-throated Warbler (1982 at Moosonee), add “KFA” (= Kenneth F. Abraham)

as a contributor of photographs.
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Notes

Broad-billed Hummingbird:
New to Ontario and Canada

The twenty-first of October 1989
dawned like any other, but there
was a sense of urgency in my pace
as I hurried to shave and shower.
The night before, Doug Sadler had
called to advise that he had spoken
to a couple from Buckhorn who
wanted advice on how they could
save their litdle hummingbird from
the inclement weather that
prevailed throughout the past
week. After querying them on its
field marks, doubt certainly
remained as to its identity.
Regardless, he gave good advice on
feeding and avoidance of
disturbance. Their suggestion
regarding capture was quickly
thwarted, as the bird would likely
die from the shock. The field marks
offered indicated a Rufous
Hummingbird (Selasphorus rufus),
as it was described as having some
small amount of brownish
colouration about the lower tail
area. Certainly, this would be the
expected species at this late date.

The Rufous Hummingbird
would have been new to the County
of Peterborough, so it was with this
thought in mind that we headed
out at 0730h on that Saturday
morning. Arriving at the small
lakeside house just south of
Buckhorn in Smith Township, we
were met by a pleasant sylvan

setting, framed with tall white pines
(Pinus strobus) and a scattering of
lingering cultivated flowers, despite
the recent killing frost. The owners,
Rick and Laurie Morgan, were
delighted to see us and welcomed
us into their home to sit by the
large picture window overlooking
the lake and the hummingbird
feeder that had been maintained
with fresh food for the last few days.
We soon learned that the bird had
arrived in their yard on the
previous Monday, 16 October, and
had investigated their empty feeder.
Obviously finding the site
acceptable, it stayed to feed and
rest.

Within minutes of our arrival,
the drab hummer visited the feeder
briefly, offering a tantalizing view.
We knew immediately that it was
not a Ruby-throated (Archilochus
colubris) or a Rufous hummingbird.
Its larger size, dark colouration,
and long decurved bill led towards
another species. But what was it? To
our dismay, it promptly left...
forever? During its absence, we
scoured field guides to try to limit
the possibilities, and plan a method
of recording details in case our next
look was equally brief, and our last!

By 0830h, the bird returned to
the feeder, and continued to do so
every five minutes for the next
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hour. Each visit lasted about 1.5
minutes, with the bird sitting and
feeding alternately. Doug
attempted to photograph it
through the window, while I
sketched and made notes on field
marks and behaviour. Finally, we
agreed incredulously that it was
most likely a female Broad-billed
Hummingbird (Cynanthus
latirostris) , but we still hadn’t been
able to see the bright orange that
was supposed to be so obvious on
the lower mandible.

After brief discussion, I decided
to go outside under better light
conditions and see if we could add
to the observed field marks. The
bird proved extremely tame and
allowed my approach within 10m.
Almost immediately I saw the
missing field mark. From below, the
orange lower mandible was obvious,
and I wondered how we could have
missed it from inside. Other subtle
colour patterns also became
evident when viewed in natural
light.

The bird fed every few minutes
from the hanging hummingbird
feeder. It hovered in front of the
feeder with its tail broadly spread,
fed for a few seconds, and
immediately flew either to a perch
above or to the side of the feeder
and rested for about a minute. As it
approached the feeder, it flew
somewhat erratically and almost
clumsily by hummingbird
standards. Although the field
guides describe it as a noisy flyer, no
sound was ever heard by Doug or

me. It preferred to roost on or near
the ground when not at the feeder.
It frequently sat about 10cm above
the ground in a small remnant
flower garden to the south of the
house. However, it most consistently
roosted, and in fact slept, in a small
“canyon” by the entrance to the
basement. The owners had dug a
2m-deep trench into a steep
embankment and lined it with
fractured limestone to provide
access to the basement. The bird
was observed entering small
crevices in the rock periodically and
sitting on small ledges out of the
wind.

The bird aggressively
approached the feeder, but failed to
interact with most other birds in
the yard. Black-capped Chickadees
(Parus atricapillus) and House
Finches (Carpodacus mexicanus)
were tolerated throughout.
However, it seemed to become
upset when approached by a White-
breasted Nuthatch (Sitta
carolinensis), at which times it
uttered a soft and persistent call
very similar to the Ruby-crowned
Kinglet’s (Regulus calendula) “je-dit”
note.

The following field marks were
noted by Sadler and myself.
Generally, the bird was chunkier
and slightly larger than the similar
Ruby-throated Hummingbird. It
was green backed, gray fronted, and
sported a long decurved bill.

The crown was basically green,
with some small amounts of dark
feathering apparent. The green
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extended down onto the face to a
pointslightly above the
supercilliary line. A distinct white
eye-stripe was apparent from just in
front of the eye to the leading edge
of the nape. It seemed to get
slightly wider as it approached the
back of the head. The eye was dark
and surrounded by an area of dark
feathering that gave the impression
of a mask, extending onto the
upper part of the cheek. The cheek
was white to the malar zone, while
the centre of the throat was
distinctly gray. The combination of
the cheek and throat colour gave
the impression of a tri-coloured
throat when viewed from below.

The bill was very long, perhaps
1.25 to 1.5 times the length of the
head. The bill was obviously and
noticeably decurved along its entire
length. The upper mandible was
black and unmarked. The lower
mandible was quite dark when
viewed from the side. However,
when seen from below, a bright
orange colour was obvious at least
at the basal part of the bill. The
broadening of the bill was evident
only when viewed from below.

The back appeared quite
mottled in appearance. Generally, it
was green overall down onto and
including the rump area, but
individual gray feathers showed
through, presumably as the feathers
were ruffled against the wind.

The breast was gray overall, with
no apparent streaking or spotting
anywhere. A small area of green
feathering, similar to the back

colour, was noted in the area of the
shoulder. The undertail area
seemed whiter than the rest of the
breast.

The primaries were long and
blackish in colour. At rest, the wings
extended to the tip of the tail. No
wing bars, spottings, or other
markings were noted on them,
however a whitish line was noted
along the edge of the wing. Closer
observation revealed that it was in
fact the edge of the underwing
showing, contrasting noticeably
with the gray breast.

The tail was slightly forked, but
appeared squarish when spread. It
showed a metallic blue-black colour,
evident only when it perched low to
the ground and under goed light
conditions. It was tipped with
diminishing amounts of white on
the outer two or three feathers with
the largest spots noted on the outer
tail feathers.

As expected, females of many
species of hummingbirds are very
similar. With this thought in mind,
Sadler and I set about trying to
eliminate all possible species. The
Ruby-throated sports a totally
different face pattern, has a much
shorter bill, and does not have a
blue-black metallic coloured tail.
Lucifer Hummingbird ( Calothorax
lucifer) has buffy underparts and
does not have orange on the lower
mandible. The White-eared
Hummingbird (Hylocharis leucotis) is
heavily streaked underneath, has a
straight bill, and a totally dark
unspotted tail. The Blue-throated
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Hummingbird (Lampornis
clemenciae) has dark undertail
coverts, a straight bill without
orange colouration, and is a larger
hummer. The large Magnificent
Hummingbird (Eugenes fulgens) has
dark cheeks, a streaked throat, and
no orange on the mandibles. The
Black-chinned Hummingbird
(Archilochus alexandr) has a
different call note, short straight
bill, white breast, and no orange on
the mandible. Costa’s
Hummingbird (Calypte costae) has a
short straight bill, unmarked tail,
and lack of orange on the
mandibles. Anna’s Hummingbird
(Calypte anna) has a streaked
throat, dark cheeks, and straight
bill without orange highlights. The
Broad-tailed Hummingbird
(Selasphorus platycercus) has buff
flanks, a short straight bill, and
lacks orange on the mandibles.
Finally, the Rufous Hummingbird
sports various amounts of rufous
over parts of the body.

The Broad-billed Hummingbird
is not known to wander far from its
summering or wintering range. The
AOU Check-list of North American
Birds (6th Edition) states that it
breeds primarily in Mexico
northward to southeastern Arizona,
southwestern New Mexico, and
western Texas. It winters from
central Sonora southward.
Extralimital records seem virtually
non-existent. Reportedly, it wanders
occasionally to California in winter.
Utah has a single recorded sighting.

A previously accepted record in
Florida is now considered invalid.
Thus, this is a significant
extralimital record and the first
record for eastern North America.

How this little bird ended up in
Buckhorn is anybody’s guess.
However, by so doing, it represents
the first documented record for
Ontario and Canada. The record
has been reviewed and accepted by
the Ontario Bird Records
Committee.

Ultimately, the little bird left of
its own accord on October 26th. We
can only hope that it somehow
managed to migrate to a more
hospitable locale somewhere to the
south.
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Book Review

A Field Guide to the Birds of the U. S. S. R. 1989. By V. E. Flint, R. L. Boehme,
Y. V. Kostin, A. A. Kuznetsou; illustrated by Y. V. Kostin. Translated by N. Bourso-
Leland. Princeton University Press. 853 + xxxi pp., 48 colour plates. Cdn$92

hardcover, Cdn$39.95 paperback.

Russia, Churchill once observed, is
a riddle wrapped in a mystery
inside an enigma. Although some
of the political fogs may have
dissipated somewhat since Stalin’s
days, ornithologically this statement
is almost as true as it was 40 years
ago. Here we have the biggest
country in the world, almost three
times the size of Canada, stretching
through 11 time zones from high
Arctic tundra to arid desert and
everything in between, yet still
accessible only with great difficulty
and much restriction to most bird-
watchers. For all the proud Russian
tradition of science, large gaps in
the ornithological knowledge of the
Soviet Union still exist, as is shown
by the discovery of a new species of
bird as recently as 1970; and not
just some miserable little warbler
grovelling around in the
undergrowth of an obscure valley,
but a gull, with at least 10 breeding
colonies and a population of
several thousands. Not entirely
surprisingly, the popular
ornithological literature is also very
scant. The standard work, the six-
volume Ptitsy Sovietskovo Soyuza, by
G.P. Dement’ev and N. A. Gladkov,
was published almost 40 years ago.
The only field-guide-type book that

1 have encountered is the Russian-
language original of the book
under review, Ptitsy SSSR, by
Vladimir E. Flint and co-authors,
published in 1968. This is out of
print and almost unobtainable,
even in Russia; several times in
recent years I have had business
colleagues scour bookshops in
Moscow for it at my behest, always
in vain. Consequently, the
publication of a English version by
Princeton, albeit at a somewhat
increased price (the original in
hardcover cost 2 rubles 12 kopecks,
a bit over $3), is a very welcome
event.

The book starts off with a
translator’s foreword, which
actually contains much information
that would be useful for a visiting
birdwatcher. The “Introduction to
the English-language Edition” that
follows is also worthwhile, since it
includes a good map of the biotic
zones of the Soviet Union and some
substantial sketches of the bird
faunas of the different zones. The
bulk of the book, just over 300
pages, is devoted to species
accounts, which follow a format
very familiar to Canadian birders.
There is a brief section on field
marks, giving the salient
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identification features; a longer
section on habits, which includes
notes on habitat preference,
nesting and eggs, general habits
and food, and call-notes and song; a
very brief description of range (in
the Soviet Union only — no
mention of world distribution); and
a few comments on similar species,
which in some cases are somewhat
repetitious of details given in the
first section. The species accounts
are competent and useful, although
tending to neglect non-plumage
identification features which the
field bird-watcher finds useful: for
example, the diagnostic “towering”
flight of Temminck’s versus Little
Stint on being flushed, or the head
attitude of Red-throated versus
Black-throated Loon. The range of
each species is shown by maps,
which could be much improved. Up
to three species share a map, with
ranges indicated by various cross-
hatchings and stipples. Where the
ranges overlap, or where there is
only a very small range in the Soviet
Union, the maps are very difficult
to interpret. If you don’t already
know where Kriiper’s Nuthatch or
Swinhoe’s Yellow Rail are to be
found, you’ll need a magnifying
glass and some patience to find out.
The 48 colour plates by Y. V.
Kostin are a pleasure to look at and,
generally speaking, very reasonably
accurate, only falling down
occasionally on soft-part colour.
The quality of printing by
Princeton is also a vast
improvement on the original by

Izdatel’stvo Mysl’, which was
blurred, discoloured, and fuzzy.
Western birdwatchers, cossetted by
the modern generation of field
guides of Europe and North
America, will criticize the lack of,
for example, flight pictures of gulls
and shorebirds, or the sketchy
treatment of immature plumages,
especially, again, of gulls, but it is
perhaps only fair to compare the
standard of the present book to
what we ourselves had to work from
in the sixties. Some plates are more
successful than others; I particularly
like the buntings (of which Siberia
has an abundance), but find the
owls and some water-birds to be
stilted and unnatural.

One aspect of the present book
which is a little disappointing is the
apparent lack of any great effort to
update it since the original work
was published. Writing some time
prior to 1968, in the Russian
language edition, Dr. Flint stated
that the Japanese Crested Ibis was a
bird which is “very rare and
apparently approaching extinction;
in the last 10 years no investigators
have succeeded in observing it in
our territory.” Twenty-one years
later the English version says exactly
the same. (In the meantime the
situation of this species has indeed
become desperate.) Siberia is
plagued or blessed (according to
your viewpoint) with large
quantities of small green or brown
warblers, whose identification when
they crop up as vagrants in Western
Europe or the Aleutians is the
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despair or delight (according to
your ego) of western observers.
Great strides have been made in
recent years in the identification of
these species (see, for example,
Bnitish Birds 83(3):94-96), but none
of this knowledge is included in the
species accounts, which are bald
translations of the original; indeed,
the text specifically states that
Phylloscopus warblers are “practically
indistinguishable in the field”,
which is quite untrue.

One rather bizarre feature of
the book is the extraordinary
choice of English names, which
seem to be an uneasy hybrid of
North American and British usage,
with a number peculiar to this book
alone, some obviously literal
translations of the Russian and
some of no provenance discernible
to me. Thus we have Red
Phalarope, but Red-necked
Phalarope and Gray (not Grey)
Plover. Horned Grebe is Horned
Grebe, but Eared Grebe is Black-
necked Grebe, and Little Grebe is
Red-throated Dabchik (sic). In what
I can only assume is an example of
that misplaced pedantry that
induces some Canadian birders to
call House Sparrows Weaver
Finches, Rock Sparrow has become
Rock Petronia; ironically, the
Russian name, Kam’enniy Vorob’ey
means, guess what, Rock Sparrow!
There are dozens of other
examples; Ring Thrush for Ring

Ousel, Persian Robin for White-
throated Robin, Winter Sparrow for
American Tree Sparrow. To restore
order to the confusion, 30 pages at
the end of the book are devoted to
a “Cross-reference List”, giving a
variety of English names, along with
scientific equivalents. This is 30
pages wasted; far better to have
used the correct names in the text,
with synonyms if necessary. It also
contains yet further errors, such as
obsolete scientific names and other
outright mistakes.

I have perhaps been more
critical than is my wont in this
review, but it is very annoying to see
an extremely valuable addition to
the ornithological literature (which
this book certainly is) marred by
error and sloppiness that should
have been eliminated by more
careful editing. Nevertheless,
despite my strictures, I still strongly
recommend A Field Guide to the
Birds of the U. S. S. R. to the
armchair dreamer and to the
ambitious would-be travelling
birder alike.

David Brewer, R. R. #1, Puslinch, Ontario NOB 2J0
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