


eggs. The three nests were close
together, about a half metre of bare
soil between them.

These three nests were quite
different from the numerous Herring
Gull and Double-crested Cormorant
nests elsewhere on the island. There
were approximately 50 Herring Gull
nests (sparsely lined depressions on
the bare rock with heaped up edges
of moss and lichen) generally located
lower on the island, near the water
line. These nests contained brownish
eggs with irregular dark brown
splotches, and some downy chicks.
Higher up on the rocks were
approximately 100 heaped up stick
nests containing the pale greenish-
blue eggs of the Double-crested
Cormorants. The nests of these two
species were much smaller and of
completely different construction
than the pelican nests. Their egg size
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and coloration were also completely
different.

During the remainder of the
expedition, we sighted pelicans on
three other occasions. Later on the
same day, 17 June, at Krug Bay west
of Mooney Point in McIntyre Bay, a
further 11 pelicans were seen. There
was no evidence of nesting at this
site, and the birds seen were in non-
breeding adult plumage (that is, no
fibrous plate on the upper mandible,
and no black on top of the head).
Two days later, on 19 June, near the
Whitesand River mouth, a group of
seven American White Pelicans was
seen soaring in a westerly direction
over the northern part of the lake.
Later that same day, on a small rocky
island in Windigo Bay, nine pelicans
in non-breeding adult plumage were
seen. No nests were observed here.
This brought the total to 30 pelicans

i i e

Figure 3: One of three American White Pelican nests discovered on Pretty Island,

Lake Nipigon. Photo by Susan Bryan.
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seen during the expedition.

A previous breeding bird survey
of Lake Nipigon, completed by L.L.
Snyder (1928) during the summers of
1923/24, noted no pelicans on the

June of 1979 12 pelicans

Ombabika R. mouth

lake during four months of field
work. The first known sighting of
pelicans on Lake Nipigon was 12
years ago. Following is a listing of
known pelican sightings on the lake:

Mr. & Mrs. C. Sutherland

summers 1980-91 pelicans Ombabika R. mouth Mr. & Mrs. C. Sutherland
summer, 1984 pelicans Windigo Bay F. Hardy
10 July 1989 3 pelicans Windigo Island A. Brennan
16 July 1990 1 pelican Mooney Point, P. Odorizzi
MclIntyre Bay R. Swainson
17 July 1990 2 pelicans MclIntyre Bay R. Swainson
R. Hartley
18 June 1991 4 pelicans Ombabika R. mouth R. Kushnier
2 July 1991 2 pelicans Ombabika R. mouth  R. Kushnier
(both with keel)
3 July 1991 14 pelicans Ombabika R. mouth R. Kushnier
flying

The first recorded nesting of
American White Pelicans in Ontario
was in 1938 (Peck 1987) when eight
pairs nested on Dream Island in Lake
of the Woods (at that time, the
easternmost colony in North
America). Today, over 6500 pairs nest
there. The Lake Nipigon colony is
obviously very much in its infancy. It
will be interesting to see if it grows in
a similar fashion over the next fifty
years.
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Figure 4: Adult American White Pelican feeding young. Drawing by Chris Kerrigan.
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Black-capped Vireo: New to Canada

Julian R. Hough

On 27 April 1991, a female Black-
capped Vireo (Vireo atricapillus) was
observed and mistnetted at Long
Point peninsula, Lake Erie, Ontario.
The bird was found at the
Breakwater field station which is
situated at the base of Courtright
Ridge, 8 km along the peninsula.

Circumstances

The vireo was seen briefly, high
up in a small group of pines (Pinus
sp.) during a busy morning of
banding. Although not specifically
identified during these views, my
suspicions were aroused, and I later
returned to find the bird caught in a
nearby mistnet. Upon taking the bird
out of the holding bag I immediately
identified the bird as a Black-capped
Vireo, a species which I had seen
previously in southern Texas in 1988.
Knowing that the species was
endangered in North America, I
suspected it to be the first record for
Canada. The news was subsequently
radioed in to the Old Cut field station
by a very excited and shaking birder!

Once all the biometrics were
taken and recorded, the bird was
rested and released into the pines
where it was initially discovered. It
was observed briefly in the field as it
made its way north-east along
Courtright Ridge. The vireo was very
active upon release and was
subsequently lost from sight, not to
be seen again. Due to the remoteness
of the field station, the only other
observers to see the vireo were
Hillary Smith and Hilary Pittel, both

ONTARIO BIRDS DECEMBER 1991

voluntary migration assistants
working for the Long Point Bird
Observatory.

Description

The following notes are a combined
description of the bird in the hand
(Figure 1) and in the field. It was a
small and compact vireo, slightly
smaller than a White-eyed Vireo
(Vireo griseus), with a round head and
thick-necked appearance. The
forehead, crown, nape and ear
coverts were a dark ash-grey colour
contrasting with bold white lores and
spectacles, which were broken just
before the eye. The mantle, scapulars
and rump were uniform olive-green.
There were two distinct wing bars
visible on the closed wing, formed by
broad, yellowish-white fringes to the
blackish-centred median and greater
coverts. The tertials had dark,
blackish centres with well-defined
yellowish-white fringes. Both the
remiges and rectrices were blackish-
brown with distinct yellowish fringes,
except for the primary tips which
were noticeably browner.

The throat, upper breast and
belly were dull white, whilst the
flanks and undertail coverts were
moderately washed with yellow. The
bill was broad-based and blackish-
grey in colour (slightly browner along
the cutting edges). The eye was
reddish-brown with a black orbital
ring, and was one of the most striking
features in the hand. However, this
was less obvious in the field. The legs
were short and stout, and dark grey
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Photo by Julian R. Hough.

in coloration.

Jon Barlow (pers. comm.) states
that some males can be similar in
plumage to females, and that some
caution should be used when sexing
as plumages intermediate between
the sexes may occur. However, the
Long Point individual was sexed as a
AHY female due to the ash-grey
head, which (in the hand) showed no
presence of any black or brown
feathering (which would probably be
shown by AHY males), and instead
had distinct olive tips to all of the
crown feathers.

Discussion

The weather patterns prior to 27
April were possibly correlated with
the vireo's occurence, with an
extensive cold front running north to

Figure 1: Black-capped Vireo in the hand, Long Point, Ontario, 27 April 1991.
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south dominated by high winds and
tornados. This weather system would
seem a likely explanation for the
bird's arrival in Canada, being caught
up in the fast-moving northerly
airstream.

This sighting constitutes the first
record of the Black-capped Vireo for
Canada, and it is the only
documented extralimital occurrence
of this distance for this species in
North America. The only other
records of Black-capped Vireos
outside their breeding range are from
Nebraska (]. Barlow, pers. comm.),
and a sight record from Louisiana
(A.O.U. 1983). The Black-capped
Vireo is a restricted and local
breeding species in south-west Texas,
extending from Edwards Plateau
eastwards across to Dallas (A.O.U.

VOLUME 9 NUMBER 3



66

1983) This species also breeds in two
localities in Oklahoma, one of which
(Blaine County) is the northernmost
limit for the species in North America
(Grzybowski et al. 1986). Previously,
this species bred in Kansas, but due
to their decline they have now gone
from that state. Recent studies reveal
that the entire population of Black-
capped Vireos may hover between
250 and 500 birds, and that
Oklahoma's entire adult population is
fewer than 110 birds (Graham 1990).

The Black-capped Vireo was
listed as endangered in 1987, this
status being attributable to several
factors. Perhaps the most important
of these factors is habitat loss. Black-
capped Vireos have a strict
preference for areas where oak
(Quercus spp.) constitutes 50 per cent
of the breeding habitat. This is the
case particularly in Texas where
Juniper (Juniperus sp.) is replacing
oak, and the Black-capped Vireos are
declining. Nest parasitization by
Brown-headed Cowbirds (Molothrus
ater) is also a significant factor in the
decline of this species (Grzybowski et
al. 1986), as well as a variety of
predators such as fire ants (Solenopsis
sp.) and Scrub Jays (Aphelocoma
coerulescens) which attack nests
(Graham 1990). Thus, unless

successful habitat management and
protection from cowbirds can be
effected, the future of Black-capped
Vireos in North America will hang in
the balance for years to come.

To summarize, the Black-capped
Vireo is characterized by a small,
restricted breeding population. The
fact that it is a short distance migrant
and therefore a species which is not
overly prone to vagrancy makes this
record all the more amazing and
unbelievable!
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Erratum

In the article entitled '*Checklist of
Recognizable Ontario Bird Forms"

(Ontario Birds 9:49-55), the section
beginning with the last sentence on
page 49 should read: The third part
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of the scientific name identifies the
subspecies. In the checklist, each race
is given an English name followed by
its scientific name in italics.
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An Apparent Common x Barrow’s Goldeneye
Hybrid from the St. Lawrence River

by

Paul R. Martin and Bruce M. Di Labio

Hybridization has been frequently
documented in the family Anatidae,
particularly in the subfamily Anatinae
(Gray 1958; Johnsgard 1965, 1968).
Not only has interbreeding between
species of the same genus occurred,
but also between different genera and
even different tribes (Gray 1958;
Johnsgard 1968). Despite their close
relations, however, hybrids between
the Common Goldeneye (Bucephala
clangula) and the Barrow's Goldeneye
(B. islandica) have been rarely
documented. There are two previous
reports for Ontario of hybrid
goldeneyes: a male (specimen in the
Royal Ontario Museum) from the
Niagara Gorge (Beardslee and
Mitchell 1965}); and a sight record of
a possible male in Peterborough
County (Sadler 1983). This paper
documents an additional sight record
of an apparent Common x Barrow's
Goldeneye hybrid which represents,
to our knowledge, one of very few in
eastern North America.

On 27 November 1988, we
observed an apparent hybrid adult
male goldeneye at the Moses-
Saunders Power Dam, both on the
Canadian and American sides of the
St. Lawrence River near Cornwall,
Stormont County, Ontario. The bird
was observed from approximately
1030 h to 1045 h, both in overcast
conditions and in direct sunlight,
through two telescopes (highest
power 25X) and binoculars. It was
observed swimming from a distance
of about 150 m, and as close as 30 m

while flying. Throughout the
observation period, this goldeneye
swam amongst a mixed raft of over
300 Common Mergansers (Mergus
merganser) and 25 Common
Goldeneyes, thus offering direct
comparison with adult male Common
Goldeneyes.

Description

At first glance, this bird appeared to
be a dark Common Goldeneye drake.
It was approximately the same size,
or slightly larger, than the male
Common Goldeneyes swimming
nearby. The eye colour was typical of
both goldeneye species - bright
yellow with a small black pupil.
Upon closer examination, however,
several characteristics (head shape,
facial and scapular patterns) were
noted which were intermediate
between the two goldeneye species
(see Figure 1).

The head shape was similar to
the triangle’’ shape of the Common
Goldeneye (Cramp and Simmons
1977), but not as pronounced. The
forehead rose from the base of the
bill at an angle intermediate between
those of the Common and Barrow's
goldeneyes. Sloping gradually back
from the crown, the head feathers
just above the nape projected towards
the back. This projection was similar
to, but shorter, than that found on
adult male Barrow's Goldeneyes.

The head was dark and showed
no iridescence, although nearby
Common Goldeneye drakes clearly
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showed green iridescence in the
strong sunlight. The white crescents
on the hybrid goldeneye's face were
widest at the base, tapering slightly
near the top. They were more
elongated than those of the Common
Goldeneye, curving slightly closer to
the eye. The crescents were rounded
at the top, extending barely beyond a
line from the top of the upper
mandible to the eye.

The bill was dark (perhaps
black), and slightly stubbier than the
bills of nearby Common Goldeneyes.

The black-and-white pattern on
the scapulars was similar to that of
drake Barrow's Goldeneye, except
that there was more white present
and the white areas were separated
by thin black lines nearly identical to
those found on the scapulars of adult
Common Goldeneye drakes. Between
the white breast and sides, anterior to
the bend of the wing, there was a
black ‘'spur’’ that extended forward
and down. This "'spur’’ was about
half the size of the ''spur’’ typical of
adult male Barrow's Goldeneyes. The
flanks were white, extending back to
about the end of the patterning on
the scapulars. Here the sides were
black beginning from the waterline
diagonally backward to where the
wings rested, through to the undertail
coverts.

The wings appeared black at rest,
but showed a white pattern in flight.
The white patterns on the upperwing
coverts were like those of an adult
male Common Goldeneye, except for
a thin black line extending half way
across from the outerwing that
separated the white areas in the
median and greater upperwing
coverts. This separation is more
pronounced in adult male Barrow's
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Goldeneyes.

The tail was black and noticeably
longer than those of nearby drake
Common Goldeneyes. Average tail
lengths in Palmer (1976) show the
tails of drake Barrow's Goldeneyes to
be shorter than those of drake
Common Goldeneyes (with overlap),
making the tail length of the hybrid
goldeneye seem somewhat odd.

Behaviour

The apparent hybrid goldeneye was
observed preening, swimming, resting
and displaying, but never diving or
feeding. When the entire flock of
ducks was flushed by passersby, this
goldeneye flew with a female
Common Goldeneye. Otherwise, it
was never observed to associate with
any particular duck or ducks, but
rather swam randomly through the
flock.

The most interesting behaviour of
this bird was what appeared to be a
courtship display directed at no
particular bird and with no female
Common Goldeneyes nearby. The
display was observed three times
with a gap of at least several seconds
between each display. In the display,
the goldeneye extended its head
upward and backward so that its bill
was perpendicular to the water while
the back of its head touched its back.
The bird then threw its head directly
upward into the air until its neck was
fully extended. The bill remained
perpendicular to the water and was
kept open. The bird’s bill movements
suggested calling - perhaps constantly

while performing the courtship,
although no vocalizations were heard.
This "'head-throw’’ movement
usually occurred two times per
display. Between displays, the hybrid
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Figure 1: Presumed Common x Barrow’s Goldeneye Hybrid. Drawing based on
field sketches and notes made on 27 November 1988 by the authors.

goldeneye looked alert, moving about
restlessly with its neck fully extended
and head held high. The tail was held
up at an angle of approximately 40
degrees to the water during the
display and for most of the period of
observation.

This display was almost identical
to the ""fast head-throw-kick'’ display
of the Common Goldeneye as
described by Townsend (Bent 1925),
Johnsgard (1965) and Palmer (1976).
The Barrow's Goldeneye has a similar
display, which differs in that the
head is brought back into an upright
position after touching the back (Bent
1925; Johnsgard 1965; Palmer 1976).
The Common Goldeneye, on the
other hand, often thrusts its head
straight upward, as seen in the hybrid
goldeneye's display (Bent 1925;
Johnsgard 1965; Palmer 1976).
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In Memoriam:
Bill Hutchison (1932-1991)

Doug McRae

On 5 November 1991, Bill Hutchison
passed away. Bill wasn't widely
known in the birding community, but
for anyone who travelled to
Moosonee, he will be remembered as
having the best bird feeder in town.
And for those of us who had a chance
to get to know this interesting man,
Bill will also be remembered as a
tremendous host and friend to
visiting naturalists. -

Bill's feeder had many rarities
over the years, but was also the
mainstay for the small populations of
House Sparrows and Starlings in
Moosonee. In 1982, a Yellow-

throated Warbler came to his feeder
(see Ontario Birds 1:13).

Bill was also active in many
community events and organizations.
One endeavour in which Bill was
involved in 1991 was the
development of the position of
""Town Naturalist' for Moosonee.
The creation of this interpretive post
is just one indication of Bill's unique
talents and abilities that will be so
sorely missed by those of us who had
the privilege of knowing him.
Needless to say, our warm wishes are
extended to Bill's family and friends.

Doug McRae, Box 130, St. Williams, Ontario NOE 1PO
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