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Figure 1: Ivory Gull on Lake Doré, Renfrew County, 12 November 1995.
Photo by Bruce Di Labio.

Curry 1990). It is suspected that this
gull originated from the Hudson/James
Bay region, since prior to its discovery
a major cold front accompanied by
unsettled weather conditions passed
through eastern Ontario between 9 and
11 November.
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Remembering Norm Chesterfield

Jim Wilson

In the 1950s, after viewing a Pileated
Woodpecker at close range while
building a cottage near Dorset, Ontario,
I eventually started investigating Point
Pelee National Park to seek out some of
its birds. There, I met Norm who
informed me that a visitor in the Park
suggested he should purchase Roger
Tory Peterson’s "A Field Guide to the
Birds" to assist him with his bird
identification. He liked the book
immediately and recommended I should
buy the same. I learned from him that
although he had graduated as a
pharmacist, he was now a full-time
mink rancher in nearby Wheatley. At
his mink ranch, I found his knowledge
of drugs and antibiotics kept his
hundreds of mink in good health, and
his proximity to the Wheatley fisheries
provided a relatively inexpensive food
supply for the animals during theirrapid
growth period. He applied the same
acuity to his bird identifications. His
pioneering in bird-chasing was done
without many of the field guides we so
easily purchase and rely on today.
Shortly after our meeting, I assisted
him on his Breeding Bird Census route
near Kingsville. We were happy to have
a Bald Eagle nest in our area, one of
several that could be seen on a Sunday
afternoon’s drive along Highway 3
between Ambherstburg and Wheatley.
Today, Iregret not taking a picture of an
ancient nest (20 feet tall) in an old elm
before it collapsed in the late 1950s. We
had exciting and interesting birds on
that census: the one I particularly
remember was the Upland Sandpiper
call of repeated. descending whistles.
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Although Norm would spend three
weeks birding southern Mexico in the
fall of 1970, in March of that year he
suggested we take a Canadian Audubon
Society Tour to British Honduras (now
Belize). What a thrill to do my first
tropical birding, and especially with a
knowledgeable friend! Now, we throw
acopy of Peterson’s "Field Guide to the
Birds of Mexico" in the backpack and
we’re away! Then, the book to identify
the birds of British Honduras was "The
Birds of Mexico" by Emmet Blake
which contained an interesting text
with a few black and white drawings.
However, we had to do an awful lot of
reading in the field to identify some of
the birds. We flew by jet to Belize City,
and then by small plane to bird the
southern part of the country, and even
motored to the pine forest next to
Guatemala. I was surprised recently to
read that our trip of eleven days cost
only six hundred and seventy Canadian
dollars per participant!

Before the B.H. trip was over, in
our euphoric state we thought it only
"sensible" to go home via Panama City
and the Santa Marta Mountains of
Colombia, spending a few days of
birdwatching in each location! Apart
from the gorgeous, tropical birds, I find
unforgettable the view we had when
stepping out of our bus on the hillside
of Cerro Azul; an estimated 750
Swainson’s Hawks soared at eye level,
and farther down in the valley below us,
an endless ribbon of Eastern Kingbirds
moved northward in their spring
migration. After that sighting, every
year when April Ist rolls around, I



recall that Kingbird movement in
Panama.

The following year I decided I was
ready for the Galapagos. Norm, now a
"world-birder", said that, even though
the trip might be interesting, there were
more places with larger bird lists that he
preferred to visit. Since I wanted to see
the Darwin’s Finches and the huge land
tortoises, I went to the unforgettable
Galapagos by myself, twenty-five years
ago.

In March 1972, the next year, Lou
Marsh of Toronto, Norm and I birded
Venezuela. Since then I have led trips in
that country with the book "Birds of
Venezuela" (with a coloured plate for
each species) tucked confidently under
my arm. In contrast, in 1972, our field
guide was Rodolphe Meyer de
Schauensee’s "A Guide to the Birds of
South America" (1970). AlthoughIhear
it is a collector’s item today, it was a
great task to ferret out the birds to be
seenin Venezuela fromthe nearly 3,000
South American species described in
this single volume. Despite the
problems, we tallied more than 350 bird
species with exotic names like: White-
tipped Quetzal, Blue-winged Mountain-
tanager and Handsome Fruiteater.
Today, my most vivid memory is that of
a brilliant, male Bay-breasted Warbler
high in a treetop on the Caribbean slope
of Henri Pittier Park!

Another successful trip to Cape
Henrietta Maria, where James Bay meets
Hudson Bay, gave us the three Ontario
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birds we sought: Willow Ptarmigan,
Smith’s Longspur and Pacific Loon. In
the stuffy, gasoline fume-laden cockpit
ofthe Austin Airways plane, I remember
taking pictures of half sick birders
chomping on some of Norm’s carrots.
Standard travelling fare in his second
piece of luggage was granola on one
side, and raw carrots on the other! World
listers, take heed!

Norm was always generous with
his acquired birding information. He
liked Peter Alden and John Gooders’
"Finding Birds Around the World",
using it on many of his trips.

I should have spent more time
chasing new birds into Norm’s
backyard, as he stated he would pay
twenty-five dollars for each new species
so received! As fortune would have it,
a few days before he passed away, we
chatted for over an hour recalling many
of our happy times together along with
the fact that he now had almost two
hundred on his backyard list (including
his best visitor, I think, the western
Rufous Hummingbird).

I won’t forget the many times I
stayed in that same backyard during
Pelee bird migration, within range of
the nocturnal vocalizations of his mink.
In order that I might get an early start,
Norm, in the black of morning, tapped
on the camper’s metal side to inform me
that "oatmeal isready"! Knowing Norm
Chesterfield has been a joyful exper-
ience in my lifetime.

Jim Wilson, Box 385, Dorset, Ontario POA 1EOQ

Editors’ Note:

Norm Chesterfield died on 10 November 1996 at age 83. He observed 6,617 of the
world’s over 9,000 bird species while travelling to more than 130 countries. He was
Canada’s top bird lister, with 519 species recorded in this country.
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Recognizable Forms

Black-crested and White-crested
Double-crested Cormorants

Ron Pittaway and Peter Burke

Introduction
Double-crested Cormorants (Phala-
crocorax auritus) are large loon or
goose-like birds. They often fly in lines
or V-formations like geese, butare silent.
Double-crested Cormorants dive for fish
like loons, but unlike loons they perch
upright on trees, posts or rocks, often
holding their wings spread half open
like a vulture or Anhinga (Anhinga
anhinga), "sometimes waving them
gently" (Godfrey 1986). The reason for
wing spreading is uncertain.

Double-crested Cormorants are
now more abundant on the Great Lakes
than at any time in recorded history,
having recovered from the DDT era
that ended in the 1970s (Weseloh and
Collier 1995). They also now occur
regularly on many inland lakes where
until recently there were few records.
The opportunities to observe this
fascinating bird in Ontario have never
been better. Cormorants are hated by
most commercial and sport fishermen.
They are calling for control programs
despite numerous studies proving that
cormorants do little economic harm to
game fish. As well, a Lake Ontario
study found that the amount of forage
fish eaten by cormorants was not a
threat to the food supply of game fish
(Weseloh and Collier 1995, Weseloh
1996. Mackey 1996).

The Double-crested Cormorant has
tworecognizable forms: ablack-crested
form and a white-crested form (Figure
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1). These two forms are illustrated on
pages 45 and 47 of the National
Geographic Guide (Scott 1987), the
only field guide to do so. In this account,
wediscuss the taxonomy, identification,
plumages and molts, and the occurrence
of the two recognizable forms of the
Double-crested Cormorant in Ontario.

Taxonomy

The American Ornithologists’ Union
Check-list (1957) lists four subspecies
(races) of the Double-crested Cor-
morant: (1) nominate P.a. auritus breeds
from Alberta to Newfoundland
(including Ontario) south to the next
subspecies; (2) P.a. floridanus breeds
from North Carolinaand Texas south to
Florida and Cuba; (3) P.a. albociliatus
breeds from the coast of British
Columbia and interior of Oregon south
to Arizona and Mexico; and (4) P.a.
cincinatus breeds in Alaska. A recently
described small fifth subspecies, P.a.
heuretus, is resident only on San
Salvador Island in the Bahamas
(Johnsgard 1993).

Palmer (1962) describes the
geographical variation in the proportion
of black and white plumes in the crests.
Southeastern birds are the darkest with
the crest plumes always dark. Eastern
birds occasionally have white or partly
white plumes. especially in the mid-
continent populations. Westcoast birds
have mainly white plumes. Alaskan
birds often have all-white plumes. In



125

Figure 1: Black-crested and white-crested forms of the Double-crested
Cormorantin spring. Autumn juvenile at centre.
Drawing by Peter Burke.
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Canadian populations, Godfrey (1986)
says the crests are black in the eastern
race and largely white in the western
races.

The black-crested form occurs in
three subspecies: auritus, floridanus
and heuretus. The white-crested form
occurs in the two western subspecies:
albociliatus and cincinatus; it also may
occur infrequently in nominate auritus
as reported below under the white-
crested form.

Plumages, Molts and Ages

The sexes are similar in all ages.
Plumage and molt terminology used
here follows Humphrey and Parkes
(1959), Palmer (1962), and Pittaway
(1995). Double-crested Cormorants
have two annual molts. The first prebasic
(postjuvenile) molt and prealternate
(prebreeding) molts are partial,
replacing the head, neck and part of the
body feathering. The second and
subsequent prebasic (postbreeding)
molts are complete; all feathers are shed
and replaced.

The sequence of plumages is:
juvenal, first basic, first alternate,
second basic, second alternate,
definitive basic, definitive alternate.
Once definitive plumages are acquired
between two and three years of age,
they are repeated for the life of the bird.
There is much individual variation in
predefinitive plumages and aging is not
always possible.

Juvenal (juvenile) plumageis fully
acquired at the age of two months,
usually by late summer and is worn
until late winter or spring. Juveniles are
sooty-brown, paler buff on the throat,
foreneck and breast, becoming much
darker on the belly. Juveniles have
distinctly scaly upperparts. The scaly
appearance of the back is caused by the
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decidedly grayish-brown feather centres
of the scapulars and wing coverts
contrasting with the blackish feather
margins.

First Basic and FirstAlternate (first
winter and first summer) plumages
probably are acquired by two over-
lapping partial molts. Almost year-old
birds returning to Ontario in spring are
in (or molting into) first basic plumage.
They acquire first alternate plumage
into the summer. Year old birds in first
basic/first alternate plumages are like
juveniles, but show a mixture of blacker
and glossier feathering. There is great
individual variation in year old birds.

Second Basic (second winter)
plumage is acquired by acomplete molt
in the fall and is retained until late
winter. Compared to juveniles, second
basic birds are darker and more adult-
like, but with some paler brown on the
foreneck. The new flight feathers are
black versus brown in juveniles.

Second Alternate (second summer)
plumage is acquired by a partial moltin
late winter and retained until the fall.
Most second alternate birds are like
definitive alternate, but they do not
have crests. Some breed in second
alternate plumage.

Definitive Basic (adult winter)
plumage is acquired after the breeding
season by a complete prebasic molt and
worn until late winter. Third basic is the
earliest definitive basic plumage.
Coloration is similar to definitive
alternate, but duller and less glossy.

Definitive Alternate (adult
breeding) plumage is acquired by a
partial prealternate molt of the head,
crests, neck and some body feathers in
February and March and, except for the
crests, is retained until late summer.
Third alternate is the earliest definitive



alternate plumage. Definitive alternate
birds are mainly black in colour; the
head, neck and underparts show green
reflections and the upper back and wing
coverts show bronze reflections at close
range. Also, definitive alternate birds
show a few scattered, filament-like,
white feathers on the head and neck
projecting beyond the black feathers
(Roberts 1955).

Crests: The upcurled nuptial crest
plumes (tufts), along each side of the
crown behind the eyes, are found on
both males and females only in high
definitive alternate plumage from March
to May (Figure 1). The crest plumes are
narrow and filamentous (threadlike),
usually 40 to 60 per side in the male
(fewerin the female) with as many as 88
recorded, and are mostly under 5 cm (2
inches) long, with the longest recorded
at 7.8 cm (3 inches) (Palmer 1962).
Crests are shed early in the nesting
season (during incubation) with a few
plumes retained into June (Bent 1922).
There is no information in the literature
on the function of the crests, but as
suggested by Bent (1922), they must
play a role in courtship and pair
formation.

Much of the above information is
from Palmer (1962). See also Bent
(1922), Roberts (1955) and Oberholser
(1974) for more information on
plumages and molts.

Black-crested Form

The black-crested form is common in
Ontario. Spring adults in high breeding
plumage have black crests from March
to May. See Figure 1. The crests are
often inconspicuous on the black-
crested form because they are the same
colour as the head, but are noticeable if
you look for them. At the nesting colony
in Hamilton Harbour, Rob Dobos (pers.
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comm.) reports that the crests are quite
visible on cormorants in April and May
when they are courting, nest building
and copulating.

Birds with black nuptial crests are
illustrated on Plate 6 in Godfrey (1986),
and on the plate opposite page 185 in
Palmer (1962). Also compare black-
crested and white-crested forms on
pages 45 and 47 of the National
Geographic Guide (Scott 1987).

Caution: In flight, Double-crested
Cormorants wearing aluminum bands
have been misidentified as Great
Cormorants (Phalacrocorax carbo)
because the light reflecting off a band
on aflying bird can give the appearance
of a white flank patch!

White-crested Form

The white-crested form is very rare in
Ontario. Because the crests are white
and contrast with the black head, they
are much easier to see than the crests on
a black-crested form. See Figure 1.
There .is a beautiful photograph of a
white-crested form of the subspecies
albociliatus in Johnsgard (1993).

We know of two sightings of the
white-crested form in Ontario. First,
Alvaro Jaramillo (e-mail) remembers
seeing a white-crested form among a
flock of flying black-crested Double-
crested Cormorants in May about 10
years ago at Stoney Point on Lake St.
Clair, Essex County. Second, Matt
Holder (in lirt.) saw a white-crested
Double-crested Cormorant on 14 May
1993 on Lake Superior at the Thunder
Cape Bird Observatory. Matt describes
his sighting: "Whilst lake watching from
the bird observatory, I noticed a Double-
crested Cormorant with white crests
instead of the usual dark crests displayed
by the typical form seen in Ontario. At
a distance of about 200 yards with a
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Kowa TSN 2, the crests could clearly be
seen flattened against the sides of the
head contrasting with the all-black
plumage. Everything else on the bird
was typical of the dark-crested Double-
crested Cormorant." Interestingly, Chip
Weseloh (pers. comm. ) of the Canadian
Wildlife Service has seen many
thousands of Double-crested Cor-
morants, but he has not seen the white-
crested form in Ontario.

Nominate auritus is the subspecies
found in Ontario (James 1991). Without
a specimen (and maybe with one), it is
impossible to determine if the white-
crested form seen in Ontario is one of
the western subspecies or an extreme
variant of auritus. A few white plumes
occur occasionally in the crests of
auritus (Bent 1922, Palmer 1962).
Alternatively, Dennis Paulson (e-mail)
of the State of Washington says, "with
the population explosion of western, as
well as eastern cormorants, and their
widespread distribution on the big
interior reservoirs, I certainly wouldn’t
be surprised if representatives of one of
the white-crested races showed up in
your area."

Summary

Two forms of the Double-crested
Cormorant occur in Ontario: a black-
crested form and a white-crested form.
The black-crested form is common and
the white-crested form is very rare in
the province. The curly crests (tufts) are
present only on adults in high adult
breeding (definitive alternate) plumage
from March to May.
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Photo Quiz

Bob Curry

It’s clear from the pointed, finely
proportioned bill that our small to
moderate-sized bird is not a sparrow. It
could be a warbler, but the entire bird
seems rather long and slender with a
rather too long tail; and also the wings
are long, extending rather farther down
the tail than in the Parulinae. The habitat,
apparently a man-made breakwater or

berm of boulders, seems wrong for most
warblers although a few which are
similar to this bird such as Palm could
be in such a situation. A clue is to
closely examine the feet. The hind toe
and claw, especially on the right foot in
the photo bird, can be seen to be
extremely long. Only the pipits among
our birds combine the fine bill, slender
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proportions and long hindclaw. Of
course, in life, the family could easily
be established by the bird’s habit of
pumping its tail and walking. Without
such cues, we are compelled to a closer
examination.

Two species of pipits are on the
Ontario checklist and a third has
occurred in Canada andis notacomplete
impossibility in our province so, being
the careful birders that we are, we must
carefully eliminate two species. Once
again we are handicapped, as vocaliz-
ations can be diagnostic distinguishers.

All the pipits have varying amounts
of streaking above and below, and
varying amounts of white in the tail
feathers. Certainly this bird has white
on the outer web of the leftmost rectrix
but, unless the bird flies (in this case the
bird will outwait us!), we cannot deter-
mine whether this is the extent of white
or whether it extends to one or two full
feathers on each side of the tail.
Moreover, species identification is
better determined by other features.

Could it be a Sprague’s Pipit
belying its normal furtive behaviour of
skulking in the grass? Sprague’s is an
overall light sandy bird with an
especially light-toned back. Admittedly
the photo bird is lit from the left and the
back is in shadow, but it nevertheless
seems a uniformly dark shade but with
several broad dark streaks. Sprague’s
has the crown and nape heavily and
boldly streaked, but on the afore-
mentioned light sandy ground colour.
The brown-centred back feathers are
edged in light buff, reminiscent of the
appearance of two other grassland birds,
Baird’s and Buff-breasted Sandpipers,
and quite unlike American Pipit.
Sprague’s has a rather plain face with
less well defined auricular patch and

ONTARIO BIRDS DECEMBER 1996

eyestripe and no blackish malar mark,
contrary in all these respects to this
bird. The plainer, lighter appearance is
reinforced by an absence of flank
streaking which this bird possesses.
Finally, Sprague’s Pipit has light
yellowish-pink legs and feet. Don’trush
to the phone just yet.

The Red-throated Pipitis annual in
small numbers on the west coast of
North America and ithas been recorded
in British Columbia. It breeds across
Eurasia and into Alaska and should be
kept in mind during the autumn here. In
first basic plumage, probably the most
likely to occur as a distant vagrant,
there is no reddish or rust in the throat
but the entire breast ground colour is a
rich buff, boldly streaked with black.
The upperparts are black streaked, more
finely on the crown and rump. The back
has alternate broad buffy and black
streaks. Our bird is plain-crowned and,
streaks notwithstanding, too uniformly
dark on the back, and the breast streaks,
while quite distinct, are just not bold or
black enough. Finally, Red-throated
Pipit has light pinkish legs.

Sowhy didn’tIcutto the chase and
say the other two species have lightlegs
and American Pipit has dark legs?
Because, first basic birds often have
palelegs. Ican’tpersonally recall seeing
lightlegs on an American Pipit, probably
because the vast majority are seen and
identified in flight, but it is a reason for
examining them more closely in future.
It would appear that the photo bird is in
winter plumage as the tertials are broadly
edged in off-white and there is a black
patch at the side of the neck.

Until quite recently, ornithologists
considered the circumpolar Water Pipit
(Anthus spinoletta) to be one species,
consisting of several distinct allopatric



(geographically separate) subspecies.
Now, however, three species are
recognized. Both the Rock Pipit (A.
petrosus) and the Water Pipit (A.
spinoletta) are western Eurasian short-
distance migrants, and as such are
unlikely toreach Ontario. The so-called
American Pipit (A. rubescens) has two
subspecies, one of which (japonicus)
breeds right across Siberia. Thus, the
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appellation Buff-bellied Pipit now used
in some guides and birding circles may
eventually be officially accepted for
this bird.
Two good references for pipit
identification are:
King, B. 1981. The field identification of North
American pipits. American Birds 35: 778-788.
Jonsson, L. 1992. Birds of Europe. Christopher
Helm Ltd., London.

Bob Curry, 92 Hostein Drive, Ancaster, Ontario L.9G 2S7

Editors’ Note:

This American Pipit was photographed at Bronte, Ontario in January 1983 by

Bill Crins.
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PUBLICATION NOTICES

Checklist of Birds of the Regional Municipality of Waterloo. 1996. Compiled by
Linda Burr, Rob Dobos and Steven Furino. Kitchener-Waterloo Field Naturalists.
Available from George Cassidy, Treasurer, K-W Field Naturalists, 15 Mulberry
Lane, Waterloo, Ontario N2L 5L4 at 50 cents each plus postage.

The checklist is printed on card stock and features breeding information, original
artwork by David P. Hunsberger, a detailed map of the Region, and five columns
for checking. Since its printing in May 1996, two new species have been added,
bringing the current total for the Region to 285 species. All sightings of rare or
unusual species have been verified and documented.

The production of the checklist was made easier with the use of the club’s new
computer database. This sophisticated software was developed by Steven Furino
and his students at the University of Waterloo, and now contains about 16,000 of
the club’s bird records going back to the early 1900s. Plans are also to incorporate
data from sources such as the Breeding Bird Atlas and the Ontario Nest Records
Scheme. Thousands of records can be selected and sorted by species, observer,
dates, locations and other parameters, quickly. It is also easy to produce reports and
charts. The software has a broad range of uses, including plant, butterfly and
amphibian records.

If you are interested in the software (which requires a MacIntosh computer),
a manual and completely functional demo are available, free on the web at:
http://usjc.uwaterloo.ca/Faculty-Staff/scfurino, or for $10 (to cover copying and
postage) from Steven Furino, University of St. Jerome’s College, University of
Waterloo, Department of Mathematics, Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3G3.

Wild Wings: The Hidden World of Birds. 1996. By Michael Runtz. Boston Mills
Press, Erin, Ontario. Hardcover, 128 pages, $39.95.

This latest book by naturalist and photographer Michael Runtz is "an introduction
to the principles behind the myriad remarkable appearances and behaviours found
in North American birds". The informative text presents an overview (based on
current research) of such topics as feathers and flight mechanisms, socialization,
predation, migration, mating and other aspects of avian behaviour. These subjects
are beautifully illustrated through the book’s many spectacular colour photographs
by Runtz and Jim Flynn.
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