Favouarite Birding Hotspots

Algonquin Park’s "East Side”
by Ron Tozer

General Deseription. Algonquin Park's "East Side” presents
excellent binding in habitats of White Birch, poplar, Black
Sproce bags, and cxtensive stands of Red, Whitc and Jack Pinc,
Consull the recently revised Park Checklist for frequency and
time of occumrence of hirds {Tozer 1994), and Ruontz { 1993) for
more information on the area’s fascinating flora and fama,

Access to this part of Algomguin Park is via the Sand
Lake Gate (scc map): turn southoff the Highway 17 bypass onto
Renfrew Counly Road 26 (3.5 km west of Forest Lea Road, and
ahoat 9@ km west of Pembroke); travel about 3 m, then tum
right (weat) onto the Acheay Road (Reafrew County Hoad 28),
and drive 26 km to Sand Lake Gate. From southern Ontario it
iz shoner o follow Highway 62 throogh Alice, then tum left
(north) cato Reoplrew County Roed 26, and procecd 1o the
Achray Road. It iseasy tomiss the tum of fHighway 62 just after
you pass a tall cormmpaications tower, Since there are no pas or
Towd services mside the Park, fill up at the gas station un the
comer or atthe Alponguin Portage Store on the Achray Road,
21 km before Sand Lake Gate.

The Achruy Road s paved for the first 9 km. Starting
where the pavement ends, every kilomctre is marked with a
black and white sign. I will describe the Incation of good birding
sites using thess kilometre markers,
Time of Year. The “East Sidc™ can be good for finding most
of Algongquin's resident "northern™ hirds at all seasons.
Highlights of spring and sutm cr include 20 species of breeding
warhlers. In winter, the expected “finches” are regular, and
Bald and Golden cagles, Groat Gray Owl and Northern Hawk
Ol have heen szen.

Conerd Birding Sites, Stop ot Samd Lake Gate (km 17. 5] tir buy

howling for Timber Walves,

The extensive stands of Tack Pine from km 63 o 70 are
cxecllent for Sprace Grousc. At dawn they may be plcking up
grit right oo the road. You should walk thmugh the area
scarching and playing tapes sincc males beeome active in
respotige to female calls, Other species here melude Amercan
Kestrel, Hermit Thrush, Gray Jay, Lincoln®s Spamow and Dark-
cyed Junco. After dark, Comunon Nighthawks and Whip-pooc-
wills are numerouws, especially at km 66.

Park well off the road at km 69.4, and walk in 1.5 km on
aroad leading north tothe old Perbeoke Lutmber Company il
site on Lake Travers. watching for Spruce Grouse all the wa
Check the marsh on your [21t soon after you reach thic upl:n'Fl'-iEI’
arey fur prebes and ducks, The field usoally produces Meclin,
Eastern Blusbird, Brown Thrasher, Bobolink, Savannah Spanow
and Vesper Sparow. Follow the rond to o point overlooking
Lake Travers, and scan for unusual waterbinds, The Park™s
coly sightings of Great Black-hacked Gull and Forster's Tern
were made here on the same day!

Check the pond on the lefi (south) side ot ke 72 for Ring-
necked Duck and Hooded Merganser. The Poplar Rapids Bridge
over the Pelawawa River just beyond km 72 marks the limit of
public vehicular travel. Now you can mm arcund and head hack
the 54 km to Sand Lake Gate, looking for anything yon misscd
carlier and enthusing aver all the great hirds you have ssen, Thope!
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and display on your Jash a permit for Park use.
Look for Red Cposshills arcund the pate, and
warchall along the road for both crosshill species,
Evening Grogheak, Pine Siskin mranz'[llu'Finnh
picking up grit. ;

The 1.5 km losp Baron Canyon Trail at
km 28.9 goes along the top of a spectuculur gorge
bordering the Barron River. Listen for Yellow-
bellied Flycatcher, Northern Waterthrush and
Common Ycllowthroat singing from the talus
shopes n the camyon. Barm Swallows and Eastern
Phoebes nest “natarally”™ on rock faces far below
the trail.

Turn left (south) atkm 37.8and go 4.8 km
o Achray Camppround on Grand Lake which
may have interesting waterfowl, pulls and
shorebinds. Cheok the campground for Pins
Warblers and Red Crossbills

Stop ut Pretly Lakee (km 54.5) if you still
haven't found Gray Jay or Black-backed
Woodpecker, Listen heve after dack for Great
Homed and Morthern Saw-whet owls, aod oy
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