Favourite Birding Hotspots

Sarnia Waterworks
by Dennis Rupert

General Deseription. Located at the mouth of the 5t Clair
River at the extreme south end of Lake Horon, this site 15
probubly the best pluce in southem Cntane (orbMichigon ) to see
pelagme species such as jaspers, kithwakes and Sabine’s Gulls.
The location has also been called the “Point Edwand Light-
heuse™, an obyivus misnomer since the site 18 actuslly in the
City of Surmiw, und the “Hghthowse” is in fact o mavigational
heacon wsed by southhound ships entering the niver. The only
real lighthouse in the ares is acrass the river at the coast guard
swation in Port Huren.

L'o reach the Waterworks, oxit Highway 402 at Front
5t and procecd north (left) on Froot past the teaftic lights ar Sr,
Clair/lite St. tothe stop sign at Michipan Ave, Proceed across
Michigun, twming west {lelt) oot Viceore Ave. Notng the
stop sigm at Alfred, procesd on Yictoria oo Fort 31, the last sireet
hetore Vickwiaends at Tivingstone. Diive north{right) om Fort,
mssing between the Waterworks plant and the Sarnia Yacht
Club, and furn left into the parking lot overlooking the
rivcomouth, The location is also a favourite among trowl-
fishermen and this parking ared can be quite busy. Additivnal
parking is located on the west side of the Waterwarks with an
access road on the south.

Time of Year. The Walerworks location is wseful mainly for
ubserving the full migration of walerbirds down Lake Huron,
and 4 u Jewser extent, that of landbirds along the shoreline. The
area is hest during passage of cold fronts when strong winds
hlow: from the N or NW. Under the “best™ conditions, most
birders remain in their vehicles, braving the clemenrs only
when necessary. It is best to park ata slight angle wo the wind
s That the leewand windomas can be apened for vicwing without
teceiving o faceful of thin or snow.

Style of Birding. At this location, bicders sinply sit (or stand)
and wait for the bieds to come, I is 2 style of Bicdiog with which
many are 0ot comfortable, prelerming o be on the move. Fuor
these birders, side-vips tonsarhy birding spots such a8 Canatars
Park or Surnia Bay may be of intcrest. Depending on the
weather, rafls of waterfowl can usually be found cither off the
bewit-launch ramp or beach parking areas at Canatara Park, on
Take Chipican. of in Sarnia Bay, Canaters Park ulso wffers o
nature trail theough the wooded areas alony Christine SL for
Inndkirds, and distributes a checklist for the Birds of Samia
{300+) specics. The checklist can be obtained at the Tnforma-
ticns Bmilding at the west end of Cathcurt Blvd, on Sundays, or
at the Omtarie Tourist Information Centre on Scaway Drive.
Cruring “nice” westher, T preferto got some exercise by walking
tar the o of the hill behind the parding Lot for wspectacalar view
of the Lake and to watch fur Nocks of landhinds crossing into
Michigan. Thepines at the top of the hill frequently harboor late
passerines which attract the occasional Cooper's Hawk, Merlin
wr Peregrine Faleon,

The BHrds., The jacger scason extends from late Augost through
mid-Tamuary, Over the past 18 years, the otal of all jacgers has

averaged 25 per year, averaging 17 Farasitic, 3 Pomarine ond
5 upidentified per year, There have been only 3 repoersof Long-
tailed, two juveniles in early September and one adult i eacly
October. Parasitic Jaegers have been reported from Aug, 27
t Dee. 27, and while a minor peak nceurs in mid-September,
7850 of all reponts ogcewr in October and Movember with the
poak period from Oct. 33 to Mov. 11, About onc-thind of the
hirds are adults, with pale-phase oumumbenng dark-phase
ahout 10 1. Reports of Pamarine Jaepers cover asimilar span,
bur tcnd t be later, with 76% of all roports occurring in
Movember and Deceraber, About ope-fifth of the birds arc
adults, all being pale-phase hirds, ldentification of jacgers can
be extrennely difficolt. particularly when the distinetive clon-
woled central tail retrices are lacking, and subjective chiaracter-
intics such as size and bolk musn be psed. Under these condi-
tions cxperience s esacntial, and while that sxperience s heing
gained many jacgers will be left unidentificd. My porcentage of
umidentitieds has averaged 2045 over the past |8 years, b
during the early vears was much higher, reaching o fell 1007
in P97

Black-lepped Kittiwakes have been momitorel a1 this
Ioeation for the past | T vears, with an average of (4 per veur
reportcd. While there are 3 reponts from late September and
amcther 3 in mid-Fanwary, all other reponts ane foom Ock, 11 m
Dce. 25, Movember is the best month wich #6% of reports, and
the poak occurs from Mow, 411, Abour 935 of the kitthwakes
Lave been in ficst winter plumage, but reports have included
tower seeond winter birds and 12 adulis. Sabine™s Gulls have
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Profile of an Artist

Ron Ridout

by
Jon McCracken

This issue of OFQ NEWS iy illustrated by Ron Ridouwt

Like all good wildlife artists, Ron has been literally pursning
hissubject matter for mostathis life, ever since he was knee-
high 1o a Grasshopper Sparrow_ You can tell when an artist
really knows and understands his or her subject matter; this
Familinrity is readily apparent in Ron’s drawings and paint-
ings.

Ran’s pencil and pen-and-ink drawings have ap-
peared in numerons newsletters, magazines and journals
(including Oniario Birds), His work is quite praphic without
sacrificing important detail. The compositions have a strong
yet simple sense of design.

Ron stdied applied photography at Sheridan Col-
lege, graduvaling in 1977. Afterwards, he scrved as an
assistant 1o Robert Bateman over a five-year period. This
cxpenicnce no doubl helped hone his tochnical skills, par-
ticularly in the acrylic medium,

Romis well travelled, having spent considerahle time
birding through Costa Rica, Coba and Ecuador. He now
works for the Long Paint Bird Observatory where he is kept
husy cocrdinating Birdathon and other projects.

Ron is known to members for being OF0"s First
president.

Sarnia cont........

averaged 2 per year over the same span, with nine reports in
Scptcmber, 16 in October snd thiee in November. One
individual remained in the harbour area for three weeks
during 1991.

Large numbers of other waterbirds also move down
Lake Huron with many resting in large flocks offshore.
Among those seen regularly are Red-throated Loon, Red-
necked Grebe, Spow Goose, Brant, King Eider and Harle-
quin Duck. Franklin's Gulls and Little Gulls are included
among the gulls that stream past, and an oceasional Short-
cared Owl 15 seen migrating down the contee of the lake, The
more vnusual sightings have included Pacific Loon, Earcd
Grebe, Northermn Ganoet, Magnificant Frigatebind, Com-
mom Eider, Gyrfaleon, Sandhill Crane, Mew Gull, Red
Phalarope, snd Common Raven. Samia harbour also pro-
duced sm adult Ross's Gull in February 1992,

Niagara Peninsula Hawkwaltch
Beamer Conservation Area from March 1 to mid-May.
Experienced counters needed. Contact Mary Ellen Hebb
(905)937-7671. Open House Good Friday April 14, 1995,
Dircctions: Christie St. exit from QEW in Grimsby, go
svuth and conhinue up the cscarpment on Mountain St. At
the top take the first nght onto Ridge Rd. W, Follow the
park =igns to Quarry Rd. and the park entrance.
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Gray-breasted Mountain Toucan

Crossbird Puzzle *
by Gerry Bennett
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Across Down

1. Nocturnal viruoso 2. Amo (2 words)

9. Prairie slough waders 3. Shades
10. Arboreal songster 4. Part of a foot
LL. Tuen sharply in flight 5. Top man in zome statcs
L2, Most happy . Of all birds, vstriches an
14, Greet with respect 7. Some Aythyae
16. What the Bubo did 8. Binocular feature: {2wuonds)
LB, Not just ordinary 13. Black bird not a blackbird
19. In a bird"s neck 15. Not revently (2 words)
22, Uniform colour 17, Old World sparrow

23, These mgger sctivitics ), Having na comers
24, What disagrecing shrikes 21. Grebes do
may he at Ansvwers page T
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