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Notes

Circumstantial Evidence for Golden Eagle
Predation of a Red Fox

Al Sandilands

On 3 February 2005, I completed a
winter wildlife survey on a site
above the Niagara Escarpment in
the Town of the Blue Mountains
(Grey County) near Collingwood,
Ontario. I noticed tracks of a Red
Fox (Vulpes vulpes) that ended
abruptly in a meadow, about 10 m
outside a small copse of trees that it
had walked though after crossing
another old field.

Upon closer examination, I
observed that there were two very
large wing prints in the snow, one
about a metre in advance of the
fox’s last front footprint, and the
other that would have been over
the broadside of the fox. There was
no evidence of blood or a struggle.
The tracks were relatively fresh,
having been made in the last one or
two days, and were still very clear.

Approximately half an hour
before this, I had seen a Common
Raven (Corvus corax) harassing a
low-flying adult Golden Eagle
(Aquila chrysaetos). The logical
explanation appeared to be that the
eagle had struck the fox and carried
it off as prey.

The Golden Eagle has a highly
variable diet and usually eats ani-
mals that weigh 10-5,800 g, but

occasionally larger items are eaten;
about 75% of prey consists of mam-
mals weighing 500-2,000 g (Snyder
and Wiley 1976, Kochert et al.
2002). Lumsden (1964) reported
remains of two Snowshoe Hares
(Lepus americanus) at a nest in the
gorge between Sutton and Hawley
Lakes, Ontario. The Snowshoe
Hare, other large rabbit
(Leporidae) species, and squirrels
(Sciuridae) are staples of the
Golden Eagle’s diet. It has occa-
sionally been documented Kkilling
larger prey such as young ungulates
(rarely adults) and domestic pets
(Kochert et al. 2002). Carrion is fre-
quently consumed, so that it is often
difficult to determine if the food
item was killed or scavenged.
There are few references to
members of the dog family
(Canidae) being taken as prey by
the Golden Eagle. In Ontario,
Snyder (1947) reported that Red
Fox carrion was found among the
contents of four stomachs he exam-
ined, but Kochert et al. (2002) stat-
ed that groups of Golden Eagles
occasionally hunted cooperatively
in winter for large prey, including
Red Foxes and ungulates. They also

mentioned that Domestic Dogs
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(Canis familiaris) occasionally are
consumed.
This observation suggests that
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